
Grace United Methodist Church 
 

 
 

September 27, 2026 - 10:00AM 
Order of Worship – 18th Sunday after Pentecost / UWF Sunday 

 

Grace United Methodist Church is a Family of Faith 
striving to share God’s love with all. 

*Please Stand If You Are Able 

 

Opening Voluntary                           Michelle DeAngelis 
  

Welcome/Greetings 
  

Choral Introit 
 

*Opening Hymn #369 – “Blessed Assurance”                             ASSURANCE 

 

*Call to Worship 

L:  Lord our God, we give thanks for the witness of bold women as we 
celebrate United Women in Faith Sunday.  In early times, today and into the 
future, bold women show us how to live as God’s beloved children in God’s 
beloved creation.  We are called to work for justice and peace for all God’s 
creatures.  Together, we say: 

P:  Thank you, God! 

L:  Each of us has been surrounded by courageous women on our faith 
journeys.  We remember and give thanks for the women who have taught 
us, prayed for us, held us, and picked us up. 

P:  Thank you, God! 

L:  Thank you, God, for the witness of all bold women yesterday, today, and 
tomorrow.  We praise you for their witness to your love and mercy.  
Strengthen us to serve you and our neighbor with all our heart, with all our 
mind, with all our strength.  

P:  Thank you, God!  Alleluia, Amen. 
 



*Opening Prayer 

Merciful God, we lift our hands and hearts in celebration of your work 
in the lives of your gathered people.  We celebrate the special blessing 
of United Women in Faith today.  We gratefully acknowledge your 
mercy reflected in the life of Esther, Ruth and Mary Magdalene, and so 
many other phenomenal women, which has given the women of today 
an empowering word to uplift, a divine calling to fulfill, and a Holy God 
to glorify.  Where women have grown weary, sad, or uninvolved, we ask 
that you would rekindle the fire once again, that we may walk and work 
in a way that blesses humanity and pleases you.  Amen.  
 
Prayer of Confession (Please Be Seated) 

We long to quiet the noise and distraction of daily life, to hear more 
clearly your call on our lives.  Still our souls, that we may hear with 
clarity the wonders of your love guiding us on.  Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance 
L:  Jesus, in human form, humbled himself before God.  God, who is at work 
in you, invites you to humble self-awareness.  Spirit nudges your will in ways 
that lead to goodness.  None of us are alone in this walk of faith.  So, hear 
and believe:  In the name of Jesus Christ you are forgiven. 

P:  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
 
Passing of the Peace of Christ 
In the miraculous peace of Christ, may we share the miracle of peace and 
love with one another. 
 
Children’s Message                                                     Allison Wilson-La Voie 
 
United Women in Faith                 Katherine Perkins and Andrea Owen-Boyd 
 
Scriptures 
Old Testament – Ruth 1:6-18 (New International Version – NIV) 
6 When Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had come to the aid of his 
people by providing food for them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to 
return home from there.  7 With her two daughters-in-law she left the place 
where she had been living and set out on the road that would take them back 
to the land of Judah.  8 Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go 
back, each of you, to your mother’s home.  May the Lord show you 



kindness, as you have shown kindness to your dead husbands and to 
me.  9 May the Lord grant that each of you will find rest in the home of 
another husband.”  Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept 
aloud 10 and said to her, “We will go back with you to your people.”  11 But 
Naomi said, “Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me?  
Am I going to have any more sons, who could become your 
husbands?  12 Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have another 
husband.  Even if I thought there was still hope for me—even if I had a 
husband tonight and then gave birth to sons— 13 would you wait until they 
grew up?  Would you remain unmarried for them?  No, my daughters.  It is 
more bitter for me than for you, because the Lord’s hand has turned against 
me!”  14 At this they wept aloud again.  Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-
law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her.  15 “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-
law is going back to her people and her gods.  Go back with her.”  16 But Ruth 
replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you.  Where you go 
I will go, and where you stay I will stay.  Your people will be my people and 
your God my God.  17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried.  May 
the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you 
and me.”  18 When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, 
she stopped urging her. 
 

L:  The Word of God, For the People of God.  P:  Thanks be to God.  
 
New Testament – 1 Corinthians 13:1-8a,13 (NIV) 
13 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am 
only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  2 If I have the gift of 
prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a 
faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  3 If I give 
all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may 
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.  4 Love is patient, love is kind.  It 
does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  5 It does not dishonor others, 
it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs.  6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  7 It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  8 Love never fails. 
But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are 
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  
13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of 
these is love. 
 

L:  The Word of God, For the People of God.  P:  Thanks be to God.  
 



*Hymn before Sermon #3104 – “Amazing Grace” (My Chains Are Gone) 

~Worship & Song Hymnal~ 
 

Sermon – “The Greatest of These Is Love”                          Rev. Eumin Kim 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer and Choral Response 
 

Invitation to Tithes and Offering 
God gives us the opportunity to share from our bounty for the ministries of 
our church that Christ’s redeeming love may be known to all people.  Let us 
joyfully receive our morning offering. 
 

Chancel Choir – "Precious Lord, Take My Hand" 
~hymn tune by George N. Allen, text by Joyce Merman, arr. by Roy Ringwald~ 

 

*Hymn No. 95 – Presentation of the Offering 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Jesus our Protector and Savior, we thank you for every gift you have 
given us that brings us delight and joy in this life.  We thank you for 
every gift that comes to us in times of despair to lift us up and tend to 
our sorrows.  May these gifts reach out to our world, that others may 
know your joy, your caring, your deep understanding of despair—and 
your Life that-defeats death.  Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn #2107 – “Wade in the Water”                 WADE IN THE WATER 

~The Faith We Sing Hymnal~ 
 

*Dismissal with Blessing 

 
Closing Voluntary                                                          Michelle DeAngelis 

 

 
 



Pastors:  Rev. Eumin Kim and  
                 Rev. Prumeh Lee 
 
Liturgist/Reader:  Coleen Murray 
 
Director of Music:  Kimberly Neri 
 
Guest Organist:  Michelle DeAngelis 

Counting Team:  Naomi Brown and Kim 
Neri 
 
Ushers:  Carol Provenzano, Janet Stone 
                Philis Harris, Eula Campbell 
 
Audio-Tech:  Brandon Gauntlett 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  ♥Iris Molina and her Family, ♥Jaxson Baptichon ♥Barbara Howard, ♥Bill 
Hartmann, ♥Pearl Hamilton, ♥Joe Mundy (friend of Debbie Nicosia), ♥Rich 
Reidel (friend of Kim Neri), ♥Barbara Melzer, ♥Carmela Stockmann (mom of 
Donna Hartmann), ♥Anthony Nicosia (stepson of Debbie Nicosia), ♥Steve 
Savarese, ♥Barbara Woodford, ♥Pat Panzarino, ♥Amanda Brown (Naomi 
Brown’s mother), ♥Diane Rutledge (Naomi Brown’s aunt), ♥George and 
Jeanne Simmons, ♥Maudlyn Scarlett, ♥Marianne and Don Pike, ♥Jerry 
Noble (Tom Noble’s dad), ♥Lionel Brown, ♥Diane Vitacco, ♥SofiaRose Curry 
(relative of Sing Larson), ♥Edie Zipperlen, ♥Mary Flynn (mom) and Maureen 
Andersen (daughter), ♥Manny Kurz, ♥Everon Palmer (son of Enid Simpson), 
♥Carol Whyte, ♥Winston Scarlett (brother-in-law of Maudlyn Scarlett), 
♥David Biegler, ♥Elaine Treske, ♥Jim Poch, ♥All our Military men and 
women, ♥Barbara Siegl, ♥All UMW in Rehabilitation and Nursing Homes, 
♥Castells Family (family of Elaine Treske).  † - Death in family, ♦ - New entry  
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