Grace United Methodist Church

September 20, 2026 - 10:00AM
Order of Worship — 17th Sunday of after Pentecost

Grace United Methodist Church is a Family of Faith
striving to share God’s love with all.

*Please Stand If You Are Able

Opening Voluntary - "What A Friend We Have in Jesus"
by Charles C. Converse, arr. by Susan Berry and Janet Van Valey
~Westminster Ringers~

Welcome/Greetings

Choral Introit

*Opening Hymn #98 - “To God Be the Glory” TO GOD BE THE GLORY

*Call to Worship

L: Itis the beginning of a new school year, and God is a God of new
beginnings and new creations!

P: In the beginning, God created the heavens, the earth, and new life.
God blessed it and called it good.

L: We give thanks for a new year and for new beginnings.
P: We give thanks that you call us good.

L: In the beginning, the heavens shone forth a star when our Savior was
born.

P: In the beginning of his ministry, the heavens opened up and God
called Jesus God’s beloved.



L: We give thanks that you know our pathways and what it means to be
human.

P: We give thanks that you call us your beloved children.

*Opening Prayer

O God of new beginnings, new life, and new journeys, you sent
Abraham and Sarah into a new land; you led Moses, Aaron and Miriam
out of Egypt and into liberation. You led your Son our Savior to earth,
to the cross, and into resurrection. Walk with us, we pray, as we enter
into a new year, a new path, and new opportunities. In Christ’s name
we pray, Amen.

Prayer of Confession (Please Be Seated)

We confess that we resist the new and cling to the old. We prefer the
safety of what we know over the uncertainty of where you might be
leading us. Loosen our grip on the familiar. Give us courage so that
we may fully receive what is to come. Soften our hearts, open our
minds, and make us adaptable vessels for your grace, Amen.

Words of Assurance
Remember that while the world around us constantly shifts, your love
remains our unshakeable foundation.

Passing of the Peace of Christ
Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God through His sacrifice on
the cross. We meet in His name and share His peace.

Blessing of the Backpacks Rev. Prumeh Lee

Baptism - Baptism — Hymnal Pages 39-43 The Baptismal Covenant I

Sophie-Alice Eliacin
Born: October 31, 2025
Parents: Pascaling Remy Eliacin & Gael Eliacin
Godparents: Lyanna Remy & Marc-Henri Devilma



Leo Pascal Eliacin
Born: October 31, 2025
Parents: Pascaling Remy Eliacin & Gael Eliacin
Godparents: Melissa Devilma & Fabien Remy

Scriptures
Old Testament - Isaiah 43:16-21 (New International Version — NIV)

6 This is what the Lord says—he who made a way through the sea, a path
through the mighty waters, " who drew out the chariots and horses, the army
and reinforcements together, and they lay there, never to rise again,
extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: '®“Forget the former things; do not
dwell on the past. ° See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you
not perceive it? | am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the
wasteland. 2° The wild animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, because
| provide water in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland, to give drink
to my people, my chosen, 2'the people | formed for myself that they may
proclaim my praise.

L: The Word of God, For the People of God. P: Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Reading — Matthew 9:14-17 (NIV)

4 Then John’s disciples came and asked him, “How is it that we and the
Pharisees fast often, but your disciples do not fast?”  ®Jesus
answered, “How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is with
them? The time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them;
then they will fast. '®“No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old
garment, for the patch will pull away from the garment, making the tear
worse. ' Neither do people pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do,
the skins will burst; the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No,
they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.”

L: The Word of God, For the People of God. P: Thanks be to God.

*Hymn before Sermon #2204 - “Light of the World”
(The Faith We Sing Hymnal) LIGHT OF THE WORLD

Sermon - “New Beginnings” Rev. Eumin Kim



Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer and Choral Response

Invitation to Tithes and Offering
Bless that which we bring, and multiply it for the blessing of others, Amen.

Chancel Choir — "Look at the World" by John Rutter

*Hymn No. 95 — Presentation of the Offering

* e
Prayer of Dedication

All that we can offer you stems from your generosity. May the gifts that

we return to you become a blessing for your whole community,

enriching and empowering us for the work to which you call us. Amen.

*Closing Hymn #404 - “Every Time | Feel the Spirit” PENTECOST

*Dismissal with Blessing

Closing Voluntary Jane Leslie
Pastor: Rev. Eumin Kim Counting Team: Everett Fitch
Liturgist/Reader: Enid Simpson Ushers: Everett Fitch, Carol

Provenzano, Michael Provenzano
Director of Music: Kimberly Neri
Audio-Tech: Brandon Gauntlett
Guest Organist: Jane Leslie




& a ¥lris Molina and her Family, ¥yBarbara Howard, ¥Bill Hartmann, ¥Pearl
Hamilton, vJoe Mundy (friend of Debbie Nicosia), ¥Rich Reidel (friend of Kim
Neri), ¥Barbara Melzer, ¥Carmela Stockmann (mom of Donna Hartmann),
vAnthony Nicosia (stepson of Debbie Nicosia), ¥Steve Savarese, ¥Barbara
Woodford, ¥Pat Panzarino, YAmanda Brown (Naomi Brown’s mother),
vDiane Rutledge (Naomi Brown’s aunt), ¥George and Jeanne Simmons,
vMaudlyn Scarlett, ¥Marianne and Don Pike, ¥Jerry Noble (Tom Noble’s
dad), vLionel Brown, ¥Diane Vitacco, ¥SofiaRose Curry (relative of Sing
Larson), ¥Edie Zipperlen, YMary Flynn (mom) and Maureen Andersen
(daughter), ¥Manny Kurz, ¥Everon Palmer (son of Enid Simpson), ¥Carol
Whyte, ¥Winston Scarlett (brother-in-law of Maudlyn Scarlett), ¥David
Biegler, ¥Elaine Treske, ¥Jim Poch, ¥All our Military men and women,
vBarbara Siegl, YAll UMW in Rehabilitation and Nursing Homes, ¥Castells
Family (family of Elaine Treske). 1 - Death in family, ¢+ - New entry
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