Grace United Methodist Church

August 23, 2026 - 10:00AM

Order of Worship — 13th Sunday after Pentecost

Grace United Methodist Church is a Family of Faith
striving to share God’s love with all.

*Please Stand If You Are Able

Opening Voluntary — “Be Still My Soul” by Jean Sibelius, arr. Kristen
Cambell ~Violins - Kimberly and Timothy Neri~

Welcome/Greetings

*Opening Hymn #189 - “Fairest Lord Jesus” ST. ELIZABETH

*Call to Worship

: Amid the forces of death and destruction,

: it takes a village to save us.

Amid the rivers that would carry us out to sea,

it takes willing souls to pull us from the water.
: Amid the fear and hatred in our world,

: it takes ordinary people to reveal God’s mercy.
: Come, let us worship.

*Opening Prayer

Gracious God, we present our very lives as holy and living sacrifices
to your purposes. During this time of worship, we seek the renewal of
our minds and the strengthening of our spirits. Show us your will, that
we may know what is good, acceptable, and perfect in your sight.
Amen.



Prayer of Confession (Please be seated)

Merciful God, wash away the injuries we have inflicted upon one
another. We long to replace our bitterness in word and deed with acts
of grace and mercy. We yearn to replace our willful neglect of others
with acts of support and grace. We desire to walk in your path of joy
and compassion, that we may bathe in the waters of your healing love.
Amen.

Words of Assurance
Thanks be to God who rescues us from our foes. Thanks be to Christ who

saves us from forces that would be our undoing. In God'’s loving Spirit, we
are set free and made whole again.

Passing of the Peace of Christ

When we recognize Christ for who he really is, we find the peace and security
to see ourselves for who we really are. Let us share this peace with one
another as we pass the peace of Christ this day.

Children’s Message Rev. Eumin Kim

Scriptures
Old Testament — Psalm 124 (NIV)

1f the Lord had not been on our side—let Israel say—?2if the Lord had not
been on our side when people attacked us, 3 they would have swallowed us
alive when their anger flared against us; 4 the flood would have engulfed us,
the torrent would have swept over us, ®the raging waters would have swept
us away. °Praise be to the Lord, who has not let us be torn by their teeth.
"We have escaped like a bird from the fowler’'s snare; the snare has been
broken, and we have escaped. 2Our help is in the name of the Lord, the
Maker of heaven and earth.

L: The Word of God, For the People of God. P: Thanks be to God.

*Gospel - Matthew 16:13-20 (NIV)

BWhen Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 4 They replied, “Some
say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.” 15“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say | am?”



16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
7 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not
revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 8 And | tell
you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates
of Hades will not overcome it. °1 will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 2° Then he ordered his disciples
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

L: The Word of God, For the People of God. P: Thanks be to God.

*Hymn before Sermon #3100 - “Jesus Paid It All” ALL TO CHRIST
(Worship & Song Hymnal)
Sermon - “Jesus — Teacher, Friend, or Messiah?” Rev. Eumin Kim

Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer

Invitation to Tithes and Offering

God’s light shines through giving hearts and generous spirits. Christ’s voice
speaks through acts of healing in our world. In our sharing, let us bring the
light and love of God’s kingdom to a world in need.

Offertory — What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” Words by Joseph M.

Scriven and Music by Charles C. Converse

~ Esther Richardson — Soprano, Kimberly Neri — Alto, Danny Neri — Tenor,
Timothy Neri — Bass, Danny Neri — Guitar ~

*Hymn No. 95 — Presentation of the Offering

* e

Prayer of Dedication
Loving God, accept our gifts as signs of our commitment to build your
realm in our midst. Accept our very lives as pledges of our
commitment to pursue what is good, acceptable, and perfect in your
sight. May these gifts become resources to draw the endangered from
the waters of death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



*Closing Hymn #196 - “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” HYFRYDOL

*Dismissal with Blessing

Closing Voluntary Jane Leslie

Pastor: Rev. Eumin Kim Counting Team:

Naomi Brown & Kim Neri
Liturgist/Reader:
Andrea Owen-Boyd Ushers: Everett Fitch, Carol
Provenzano, Michael Provenzano
Guest Organist: Jane Leslie
Audio-Tech: Brandon Gauntlett

s 'a vofFamily of Dick Tiedge, ¥tFamily of Vincent (Vin) Dowling, ¥Barbara
Howard, YPearl Hamilton, ¥Joe Mundy (friend of Debbie Nicosia), ¥Rich
Reidel (friend of Kim Neri), ¥tFamily of Jennifer LaRochelle (friend of Kim
Neri), ¥Barbara Melzer, ¥Carmela Stockmann (mom of Donna Hartmann),
vAnthony Nicosia (stepson of Debbie Nicosia), ¥Steve Savarese, ¥Barbara
Woodford, ¥Pat Panzarino, YAmanda Brown (Naomi Brown’s mother),
vDiane Rutledge (Naomi Brown’s aunt), ¥George and Jeanne Simmons,
vMaudlyn Scarlett, ¥Marianne and Don Pike, ¥Jerry Noble (Tom Noble’s
dad), vLionel Brown, ¥Diane Vitacco, ¥SofiaRose Curry (relative of Sing
Larson), ¥Edie Zipperlen, ¥Mary Flynn (mom) and Maureen Andersen
(daughter), ¥Manny Kurz, ¥Everon Palmer (son of Enid Simpson), ¥Carol
Whyte, ¥Winston Scarlett (brother-in-law of Maudlyn Scarlett), ¥David
Biegler, ¥Elaine Treske, ¥Marilyn Eller (sister of Elaine Treske), ¥Jim Poch,
vAll our Military men and women, ¥Barbara Siegl, YAll UMW in Rehabilitation
and Nursing Homes, ¥Castells Family (family of Elaine Treske).

T - Death in family, ¢+ - New entry
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