Grace United Methodist Church

August 9, 2026 - 10:00AM

Order of Worship — 11th Sunday after Pentecost
Golden Cross Sunday

Grace United Methodist Church is a Family of Faith
striving to share God’s love with all.

*Please Stand If You Are Able

Opening Voluntary - “Prelude in A Major, BWV 536" by J. S. Bach
Welcome/Greetings

Choral Introit
*Opening Hymn #144 — “This Is My Father’'s World” TERRA BEATA

*Call to Worship

L: Christ comes for us in sunshine and in the dead of night. Welcome the
presence of Christ.

P: We welcome you, O Christ! Blessed be your name!

L: Christ reaches out to us in the stillness of peace and in the rage of the
storm. Nothing overwhelms our Savior. Nothing overcomes.

P: Our hope and trust are in you! Blessed be your name!

*Opening Prayer

Merciful Christ, fill us with your faith and courage, that we may never
be overwhelmed by great needs, but rather with your great grace, your
great strength, your great compassion, your great presence, your great
hope. Fulfill your greatness in us and through us for the honor and



glory of your name, for the saving of lives, for the redemption of our
world. Amen.

Prayer of Confession (Please be seated)

Jesus, there are times we test you, asking you to prove yourself. We
mistrust your truth. We long for assurance. Steady us against the
howls of suspicion and fear. Jesus, there are times when we lose sight
of you. The waves rise too high. The wind cries too loud. The storm
distracts us, dragging us under. We’re in over our heads. Reach out.
Reach out now, with your saving embrace. Jesus, there are times we
risk too little. We cling to the tiny ship of what we see and know. Lead
us into courage and action. Help us long for the great adventure of you
and your saving work.

Words of Assurance

When the unexpected comes; when the unthinkable overwhelms; when our
choices lead to despair; remember the words of Jesus, “Take heart, | AM, do
not be afraid.” Remember the grace of Jesus, reaching out, raising us up.
Remember the power of Jesus, the Son of the One, True, Living God.

Passing of the Peace of Christ
Jesus extends the hand of peace and saving love. In this same spirit, let
us share signs of Christ’s peace and love with one another.

Fairwell to Drew
Children’s Message Lenore Kurz

Scriptures
Old Testament — Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45 (God’s Faithfulness to Isreal,

NIV)

1 Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known among the nations
what he has done. 2Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful
acts. 3Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek
the Lord rejoice. *Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always.
® Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he
pronounced, ®you his servants, the descendants of Abraham, his
chosen ones, the children of Jacob. '®He called down famine on the land
and destroyed all their supplies of food; 7 and he sent a man before them—
Joseph, sold as a slave. '8 They bruised his feet with shackles, his neck



was put in irons, '°till what he foretold came to pass, till the word of
the Lord proved him true. 2 The king sent and released him, the ruler of
peoples set him free. 2'He made him master of his household, ruler over
all he possessed, ?2to instruct his princes as he pleased and teach his
elders wisdom. ...#°that they might keep his precepts and observe his laws.
Praise the Lord.

L: The Word of God, For the People of God. P: Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Reading - Matthew 14:22-33 (Jesus Walks on the Water) (NIV)

22 |mmediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead
of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had
dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that
night, he was there alone, ?*and the boat was already a considerable
distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.
25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 \When
the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “lt's a
ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 2’ But Jesus immediately said to
them: “Take courage! Itis |. Don’t be afraid.” 2“Lord, if it's you,” Peter
replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 2°“Come,” he said. Then
Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward
Jesus. 3°But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink,
cried out, “Lord, save me!” 3! Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and
caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” 32 And when
they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in
the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

L: The Word of God, For the People of God. P: Thanks be to God.

*Hymn before Sermon #349 — “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus” LEMMEL

Sermon - “Keep Your Eyes on Jesus” Rev. Gertude Nation
Pastoral Prayer

Lord’s Prayer



Invitation to Tithes and Offering

God is here, welcoming us just as we are. In thanksgiving for all God has
blessed us with, and in gratitude for all the ways God loves us, may we bring
our offerings before God.

Chancel Choir — “A Blessing of Music” Words and Music by Joseph M.
Martin

“The Chancel Choir would like to dedicate this song to our Choir Director,
Drew Banzhoff, and we wish him all the best in his future musical endeavors.”

*Hymn No. 95 — Presentation of the Offering

*Prayer of Dedication

Generous One, you reach down to raise us from fear and death. You
reach down so that we may reach out with your hope and help. Bless,
accept, and multiply this offering, so many may know you, your saving
power, and your saving love. Amen.

*Closing Hymn #569 — “We've a Story to Tell to the Nations” MESSAGE

*Dismissal with Blessing

Closing Voluntary - “Voluntary II, ‘Benediction,” Op. 26, No. 2,” by
Drew Banzhoff

Visiting Pastor: Rev. Gertude Nation | Counting Team: Naomi Brown, Kim
Neri

Liturgist/Reader: Anthony Heyward
Ushers: Everett Fitch, Carol
Director of Music: Drew Banzhoff Provenzano, Michael Provenzano

Audio-Tech: Brandon Gauntlett




«'a ¥tFamily of Vincent (Vin) Dowling, ¥Dick Tiedge, ¥Barbara Howard,
vPearl Hamilton, ¥Joe Mundy (friend of Debbie Nicosia), ¥Rich
Reidel (friend of Kim Neri), ¥Jennifer LaRochelle (friend of Kim Neri),
vBarbara Melzer, ¥Carmela Stockmann (mom of Donna Hartmann),
vAnthony Nicosia (stepson of Debbie Nicosia), ¥Steve Savarese, ¥Barbara
Woodford, ¥Pat Panzarino, YAmanda Brown (Naomi Brown’s mother),
vDiane Rutledge (Naomi Brown’s aunt), ¥George and Jeanne Simmons,
vMaudlyn Scarlett, ¥Marianne and Don Pike, vJerry Noble (Tom Noble’s
dad), vLionel Brown, ¥Diane Vitacco, ¥SofiaRose Curry (relative of Sing
Larson), YEdie Zipperlen, ¥Mary Flynn (mom) and Maureen Andersen
(daughter), ¥Manny Kurz, ¥Everon Palmer (son of Enid Simpson), ¥Carol
Whyte, ¥Winston Scarlett (brother-in-law of Maudlyn Scarlett), ¥David
Biegler, ¥Elaine Treske, ¥Marilyn Eller (sister of Elaine Treske), ¥Jim Poch,
vAll our Military men and women, ¥Barbara Siegl, YAll UMW in Rehabilitation
and Nursing Homes, ¥Castells Family (family of Elaine Treske).

T - Death in family, ¢+ - New entry
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