
Grace United Methodist Church 
 

 
 

August 2, 2026 - 10:00AM 

Order of Worship 10th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Grace United Methodist Church is a Family of Faith 
striving to share God’s love with all. 

*Please Stand If You Are Able 

 

 

Opening Voluntary – "Teach Me Thy Way, O Lord" 
 
Welcome/Greetings 
 

*Opening Hymn #62 – “All Creatures of our God and King” 

 

*Call to Worship 

L:  My people are hungry. 

P:  There are too many to feed. 

L:  Give them something to eat. 

P:  We have only five loaves and two fish. 

L:  You have everything you need. 

P:  It would take a miracle. 

L:  With God, all things are possible. 

P:  In Christ, new hope has dawned. 
 

*Opening Prayer 

Even when our faith falters, O Lord, we will not let you go.  Even though 
we are battered and bruised, O God, we will not let you go.  Even when 
our bellies are empty, we know your presence will satisfy us.  We need 
your blessing, O God, and we will not let you go.  Amen. 



 
Passing of the Peace of Christ 
As we strive to keep our feet on the paths of peace, we look to our sisters 
and brothers in Christ for encouragement and hope for the journey.  Let us 
turn and draw strength from one another as we share signs of Christ’s peace. 
 
Scriptures 
Old Testament - Isaiah 43:16-19 (New International Version – NIV) 
16 This is what the Lord says—he who made a way through the sea, a path 

through the mighty waters, 17 who drew out the chariots and horses, the army 

and reinforcements together, and they lay there, never to rise again, 

extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:  18 “Forget the former things; do not 

dwell on the past.  9 See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you 

not perceive it?  I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the 

wasteland. 
 

L:  The Word of God, For the People of God.  P:  Thanks be to God.  
 
Old Testament - Psalm 23 (NIV) 
1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.  2 He makes me lie down in green 
pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 3 he refreshes my soul.  He 
guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake.  4 Even though I walk 
through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod 
and your staff, they comfort me.  5 You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies.  You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  
6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I 
will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 

L:  The Word of God, For the People of God.  P:  Thanks be to God.  
 

*Gospel Reading - John 10:11-16 (NIV Version) 
11 “I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep.  12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep.  
So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs 
away.  Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it.  13 The man runs away 
because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.  14 “I am the 
good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the 
sheep.  16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen.  I must bring 



them also.  They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and 
one shepherd. 
 

L:  The Word of God, For the People of God.  P:  Thanks be to God.  
 

*Hymn before Sermon # 354 – “I Surrender All” 

 
Sermon – “Discovering Ourselves on the Way"          Pastor Penny Gadzini 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Invitation 
We know too well our foolishness, our brokenness, our human ways of 
doing things.  But God knows our hearts, our hopes, our desire to be made 
new.  As we offer our prayers of confession, let us open ourselves to God, 
who will forgive us and give us new life. 
 
Prayer of Confession (Please be Seated) 

God of mystery and power, you call us home amid our fear and doubt.  
When we are hungry and weary, we yearn to be filled and revived.  
When our faith wavers, we long to forsake our clever schemes and find 
shelter in your ways.  When faced with those in need, we dream of 
doing the impossible for you are with us and work through us.  Stay 
with us when we have need of you, O God, and bless us in our 
struggles, that we might be a blessing for others.  Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance 
Awaken to the good news of God’s love:  In Christ, we find strength for the 
journey and are fed by God’s gracious hand. 
 
Invitation to Tithes and Offering 
Faced with a hungry crowd and only five loaves and two fish, Jesus fed the 
multitude until all were satisfied.  Faced with a hungry world, God invites us 
to show our faith and offer our gifts, that all might be satisfied. 
 
Offertory - "Write Your Word Upon My Heart" by Lloyd Larson 
 

*Hymn No. 95 – Presentation of the Offering 
 



*Prayer of Dedication 

Source of Compassion, all you have given us is yours.  May our gifts 
become loaves and fish for those who hunger.  May our offerings 
become love and light for those who feel lost and afraid.  Help us share 
our abundance with those in want, that the world may be fed and made 
whole again.  Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving and Communion 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty (almighty God), creator of heaven and earth.  You formed us in your 
image and breathed into us the breath of life.  When we turned away, and our love failed, 
your love remained steadfast.  You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our 
sovereign God, and spoke to us through your prophets, who looked for that day when 
justice shall roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, when 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.   
 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes 
in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.  Your Spirit anointed him to 

preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of 

sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce that 

the time had come when you would save your people.  He healed the sick, fed the 

hungry, and ate with sinners.  By the baptism of his suffering, death, and 

resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and 

death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.  At his ascension 

you exalted him to sit and reign with you at your right hand.   

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke the bread, gave it to the disciples, and said:  "Take, eat; this is my body 
which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me." 
 



When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his 
disciples, and said:  "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with 
Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  
 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and 
wine.  Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the 
world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to 
all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly 
banquet. 
 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor 
and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
BREAKING THE BREAD 
GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING COMMUNION  
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by 
granting us the presence of Jesus Christ.  Strengthen our faith, increase our 
love for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
Amen.   

 

*Closing Hymn #381 – “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

 

*Dismissal with Blessing 

 
Closing Voluntary - "Prelude in g minor, BWV 535" by J. S. Bach 
 
 
 

 



Visiting Pastor:  Rev. Penny Gadzini 
 
Liturgist/Reader:  Dr. Tonia Ukanwoke 
 
Director of Music:  Drew Banzhoff 

Counting Team:  Marisa Pershad 
 
Ushers:  Everett Fitch, Carol Provenzano, 
Michael Provenzano 
 
Audio-Tech:  Brandon Gauntlett 
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