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July 19, 2026 - 10:00 AM 

 

Order of Worship – 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Grace United Methodist Church is a Family of Faith 
striving to share God’s love with all. 

*Please Stand If You Are Able 

 

Opening Voluntary 

 

Welcome/Greetings 

 

Choral Introit 

 

*Opening Hymn #131 – “We Gather Together”                               KREMSER 

 
Call to Worship 

L:  God knows us better than we know ourselves. 

P:  Even in the darkest places, the light of God’s love is there. 

L:  There is nowhere we can flee from God’s presence. 

P:  In the heavens and in the depths, the Holy One abides with us. 

L:  We are God’s children, serving the Lord from generation to generation. 

P:  God is the one who keeps promises and who provides for us 
wherever we go. 

L:  How awesome is this place! 

P:  This is God’s house and the gateway to the heavens. 
 



*Opening Prayer 

Source of dreams, we seek to find deep renewal in our faithful worship 
and reflection.  Sleeping humans are all around us, plugged into 
mindless activities like scrolling, playing games, or watching for the 
trend of the day, rather than the deep hope for our souls.  Our friends 
often sleepwalk through the day, looking for ways to stay isolated, 
rather than connected, actively working to avoid conflict and 
relationship building.  We seek to remember our connection with you, 
as generations before us and generations to come.  Come into this 
space and enliven our hearts, that we may feel your creative spirit 
guiding us into the next steps of where we should go to bring people 
into a genuine community.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession 

Abba God, as our heavenly parent, you have given us your words of 
direction to teach us how to live by eternal truths.  Still, we struggle 
with the fleshly desires that slow our living into our most abundant 
lives.  We ache for the breath of your compassion to restore us to 
spiritual health.  Assist us to live in freedom instead of fear.  Imbue our 
minds with deep compassion, that we may find fulfillment in caring for 
the world around us.  Help us deal with the weeds of distrust, greed, 
anger, lust, isolation, jealousy, and egoism that manifest as abuses and 
the denigration of others.  May we be increasingly strengthened as your 
children and shine like the sun in our hurting world.  Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance 
God searches and knows you.  God is familiar with all your ways.  God loves 
you as a precious child, making you co-heirs of glory and the multi-
generational promises that free us from frustration and fill us with hope.  
Peace and hope are yours in the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace of Christ 
As forgiven and loved children of God, as those who are filled with the Holy 
Spirit, let us share signs of peace with one another.  The peace of Christ be 
with you.  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 
Children’s Message                                                            Rev. Eumin Kim 
 
 



Scriptures 
Old Testament – Genesis 28:10-19a (New International Version – NIV) 
10 Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran.  11 When he reached a certain 
place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set.  Taking one of the 
stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep.  12 He had a 
dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching 
to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on 
it.  13 There above it stood the Lord, and he said:  “I am the Lord, the God of 
your father Abraham and the God of Isaac.  I will give you and your 
descendants the land on which you are lying.  14 Your descendants will be 
like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, 
to the north and to the south.  All peoples on earth will be blessed through 
you and your offspring.  15 I am with you and will watch over you wherever 
you go, and I will bring you back to this land.  I will not leave you until I have 
done what I have promised you.”  16 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he 
thought, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it.”  17 He 
was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place!  This is none other than 
the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”  18 Early the next morning Jacob 
took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as a pillar and 
poured oil on top of it.  19 He called that place Bethel, though the city used to 
be called Luz. 
 

L:  The Word of God, For the People of God.  P:  Thanks be to God.  
 
New Testament – Romans 8:12-25 (NIV) 
12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the 
flesh, to live according to it.  13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will 
die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will 
live.  14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of 
God.  15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live 
in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to 
sonship.  And by him we cry, “Abba Father.”  16 The Spirit himself testifies 
with our spirit that we are God’s children.  17 Now if we are children, then we 
are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his 
sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.  18 I consider that our 
present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us.  19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children 
of God to be revealed.  20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not 
by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 
hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and 



brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.  22 We know that 
the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to 
the present time.  23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits 
of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, 
the redemption of our bodies.  24 For in this hope we were saved.  But hope 
that is seen is no hope at all.  Who hopes for what they already have?  25 But 
if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 
 

L:  The Word of God, For the People of God.  P:  Thanks be to God.  
 

*Hymn before Sermon #418 – “We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder”    
JACOB’S LADDER 

 
Sermon – “Climbing Jacob’s Ladder”                                 Rev. Prumeh Lee 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
Invitation to Tithes and Offering 
The Spirit of God works through us, speaking hope through our words.  The 
mercy of Christ works within us, healing neighbors through our actions in 
Christ’s name.  Now let us freely give of our time, treasure, and talent for the 
work of God’s church in the world. 
 
Offertory 
 

*Hymn No. 95 – Presentation of the Offering 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Holy Harvester, you have been planting seeds of blessing and 
provision for thousands of years.  In gratitude for all You have done, 
we give you thanks and praise.  For the work you have called us to 
accomplish in this season, we give our prayers, presence, gifts, 
service, and witness.  For the harvest yet to come, we pray for your 
direction and protection, that all we contribute may bring forth your 
fruitful bounty in the field of your heavenly dream.  Amen. 
 



*Closing Hymn #2235-b – “We Are Marching” (The Faith We Sing 

Hymnal) 1) Marching in the light of God 2) Living in the love of God 3) 
Moving in the power of God (verses 1, 2 and 3) 
 

*Dismissal with Blessing 

 
Closing Voluntary 
 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Eumin Kim 

 

Sermon: Rev. Prumeh Lee 
 
Liturgist/Reader:  Enid Simpson 
 
Director of Music:  Drew Banzhoff 

Counting Team:  Everett Fitch 
 
Ushers:  Everett Fitch, Carol 
Provenzano, Michael Provenzano 
 
Audio-Tech:  Brandon Gauntlett 
 

 

 
 

  ♥†Family of Vincent (Vin) Dowling, ♥Richard (Dick) Tiedge, ♥†Family of 
Virginia Carrington (wife of Rev. John Carrington), ♥All sensitive groups in 
Canada and the US exposed to the smoke from the Canadian wildfires, 
♥Pearl Hamilton, ♥Joe Mundy (friend of Debbie Nicosia), ♥Rich 
Reidel (friend of Kim Neri), ♥Jennifer LaRochelle (friend of Kim Neri), 
♥Barbara Melzer, ♥Carmela Stockmann (mom of Donna Hartmann), ♥Naomi 
Brown, ♥Anthony Nicosia (stepson of Debbie Nicosia), ♥Steve Savarese, 
♥Barbara Woodford, ♥Pat Panzarino, ♥Amanda Brown (Naomi Brown’s 
mother), ♥Diane Rutledge (Naomi Brown’s aunt), ♥George and Jeanne 
Simmons, ♥Maudlyn Scarlett, ♥Marianne and Don Pike, ♥Jerry Noble (Tom 
Noble’s dad), ♥Lionel Brown, ♥Diane Vitacco, ♥SofiaRose Curry (relative of 
Sing Larson), ♥Edie Zipperlen, ♥Mary Flynn (mom) and Maureen Andersen 
(daughter), ♥Manny Kurz, ♥Everon Palmer (son of Enid Simpson), ♥Carol 
Whyte, ♥Winston Scarlett (brother-in-law of Maudlyn Scarlett), ♥David 
Biegler, ♥Vin Dowling, ♥Elaine Treske, ♥Marilyn Eller (sister of Elaine 
Treske), ♥Jim Poch, ♥All our Military men and women, ♥Barbara Siegl, ♥All 
UMW in Rehabilitation and Nursing Homes, ♥Castells Family (family of 
Elaine Treske).  † - Death in family, ♦ - New entry  
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