
 

Grace United Methodist Church 

 
 

July 12, 2026 - 10:00AM 

Order of Worship – 7th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Grace United Methodist Church is a Family of Faith 
striving to share God’s love with all. 

*Please Stand If You Are Able 

 

 

Opening Voluntary – “Prelude in F Major, BWV 556” by J. S. Bach 

(spurious) 

 

Welcome/Greetings 

 

Choral Introit 

 

*Opening Hymn #334 - “Sweet, Sweet Spirit” (Sing Twice)      
SWEET, SWEET SPIRIT 

 
Call to Worship 

L:  Come, whether weary or rejoicing. 

P:  All are welcome here. 

L:  Come, whether at peace or in the midst of a struggle. 

P:  All are welcome here. 

L:  Come, whether growing or wilting. 

P:  All are welcome here. 
 



*Opening Prayer 

God of new beginnings and ancient stories, help us see ourselves in 
your stories, in your promises, and in your garden.  Light our way with 
your word today, and guide us with your Spirit of love.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, we want to be your perfect children.  But like Jacob and Esau 
before us, we are far from perfect.  In our yearning, we’re as likely to 
settle for second best or to reach for things that seem so right but 
ultimately draw us further away from you.  Help us choose the better 
portion.  Give us the courage to grow as disciples in your word, even 
when it seems hard.  And when the thorns and weeds begin choking 
us, resuscitate us with your grace, revive us with your love, and reclaim 
us as your children, imperfect though we may be.  In grateful hope, we 
pray.  Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance 
The Spirit of Christ is strong enough for even the weariest of spirits.  Rest 
in Christ’s Spirit, and you will find comfort.  Trust in Christ’s Spirit, and 
growth will begin anew. 
 
Passing of the Peace of Christ 
Setting aside past hurts, let us offer signs of peace and love to friends and 
family both near and far.   
 
Children’s Message                                                            Rev. Eumin Kim 
 
Scriptures 
New Testament – Romans 8:1-11 (New International Version – NIV) 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has 
set you free from the law of sin and death.  3 For what the law was 
powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering.  And so he 
condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the 
law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit.  5 Those who live according to the flesh have their 
minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with 
the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.  6 The mind 



governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and 
peace.   7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit 
to God’s law, nor can it do so.  8 Those who are in the realm of the 
flesh cannot please God.  9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but 
are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you.  And if 
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ.  10 But 
if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of 
sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness.  11 And if the Spirit of him 
who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from 
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who 
lives in you. 
 

L:  The Word of God, For the People of God.  P:  Thanks be to God.  
 

*Gospel Reading - Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 (NIV) 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake.  2 Such large 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the 
people stood on the shore.  3 Then he told them many things in parables, 
saying:  “A farmer went out to sow his seed.  4 As he was scattering the seed, 
some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.  5 Some fell on 
rocky places, where it did not have much soil.  It sprang up quickly because 
the soil was shallow.  6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, 
and they withered because they had no root.  7 Other seed fell among thorns, 
which grew up and choked the plants.  8 Still other seed fell on good soil, 
where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 
sown.  9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”  18 “Listen then to what the parable 
of the sower means:  19 When anyone hears the message about the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what was sown in their heart.  This is the seed sown along the path.  20 The 
seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at 
once receives it with joy.  21 But since they have no root, they last only a short 
time.  When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly 
fall away.  22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears 
the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke 
the word, making it unfruitful.  23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to 
someone who hears the word and understands it.  This is the one who 
produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.” 
 

L:  The Word of God, For the People of God.  P:  Thanks be to God.  
 



*Hymn before Sermon #3112 - “Breathe” (W&S Hymnal) 

 
Sermon – “Tapping Into the Spirit Within You”                     Rev. Eumin Kim 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Invitation to Tithes and Offering 
With songs of joy and hearts of love, let us bring our offerings and gifts in gratitude 
to God. 
 
Offertory - “Voluntary IV, Offertory, Op. 26, No. 4” by Drew Banzhoff 
 

*Hymn No. 95 – Presentation of the Offering 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Creator God, you have created us for your purposes and blessed us to 
accomplish your promises.  May the gifts and lives we offer to you 
serve your purposes and your promises, and may we be instruments 
of peace and love in your world each day.  Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn #333 - “I’m Goin’a Sing When the Spirit Says Sing"         
I’M GOIN’A SING 

 

*Dismissal with Blessing 

 
Closing Voluntary - “Fugue in F Major, BWV 556” by J. S. Bach (spurious) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pastor:  Rev. Eumin Kim 
 
Liturgist/Reader:   
Andrea Owen-Boyd 
 
Director of Music:  Drew Banzhoff 

Counting Team:  Everett Fitch 
 
Ushers:  Everett Fitch, Carol 
Provenzano, Michael Provenzano 
 
Audio-Tech:  Brandon Gauntlett 
 

 

 
 

 ♥Richard (Dick) Tiedge, ♥†Family of Rev. John and Virginia Carrington, 
♥Pearl Hamilton, ♥Joe Mundy (friend of Debbie Nicosia), ♥Rich 
Reidel (friend of Kim Neri), ♥Jennifer LaRochelle (friend of Kim Neri), 
♥Barbara Melzer, ♥Carmela Stockmann (mom of Donna Hartmann), ♥Naomi 
Brown, ♥Anthony Nicosia (stepson of Debbie Nicosia), ♥Steve Savarese, 
♥Barbara Woodford, ♥Pat Panzarino, ♥Amanda Brown (Naomi Brown’s 
mother), ♥Diane Rutledge (Naomi Brown’s aunt), ♥George and Jeanne 
Simmons, ♥Maudlyn Scarlett, ♥Marianne and Don Pike, ♥Jerry Noble (Tom 
Noble’s dad), ♥Lionel Brown, ♥Diane Vitacco, ♥SofiaRose Curry (relative of 
Sing Larson), ♥Edie Zipperlen, ♥Mary Flynn (mom) and Maureen Andersen 
(daughter), ♥Manny Kurz, ♥Everon Palmer (son of Enid Simpson), ♥Carol 
Whyte, ♥Winston Scarlett (brother-in-law of Maudlyn Scarlett), ♥David 
Biegler, ♥Vin Dowling, ♥Elaine Treske, ♥Marilyn Eller (sister of Elaine 
Treske), ♥Jim Poch, ♥All our Military men and women, ♥Barbara Siegl, ♥All 
UMW in Rehabilitation and Nursing Homes, ♥Castells Family (family of 
Elaine Treske).  † - Death in family, ♦ - New entry  
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