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  ♥Anthony Nicosia (stepson of Debbie Nicosia), ♥Lisa Becker, ♥Bill Smyth, ♥Steve 
Savarese, ♥Ana G (student of Naomi Brown), ♥Chris Ukanwoke, ♥Rhoda Lankins and 
Roosevelt Lankins, ♥Country and People of Nigeria, ♥Juana Fernandez (mother of Marisa 
Pershad), ♥Elmer Alfaro and Dion Alfaro (friends of Andrea Owen-Boyd), ♥Family of Jennifer 
Seymour (friend of Andrea Owen-Boyd), ♥Prayers for everyone in Cuba and Jamaica,   ♥Kalli 
Medina (student of Naomi Brown), ♥Barbara Woodford, ♥Pat Panzarino, ♥Sonia Elliott, 
♥Amanda Brown (Naomi Brown’s mother), ♥Diane Rutledge (Naomi Brown’s aunt), ♥George 
and Jeanne Simmons, ♥Maudlyn Scarlett, ♥Marianne and Don Pike, ♥Jerry Noble (Tom 
Noble’s dad), ♥Lionel Brown, ♥Diane Vitacco, ♥Heather Manning (friend of Kim Neri), 
♥SofiaRose Curry (relative of Sing Larson), ♥Edie Zipperlen, ♥Mary Flynn (mom) and 
Maureen Andersen (daughter), ♥Manny Kurz, ♥Debbielee Thomsen, ♥Cliff McBride (friend of 
Debbielee Thomsen), ♥Everon Palmer (son of Enid Simpson), ♥Carol Whyte, ♥Winston 
Scarlett (brother-in-law of Maudlyn Scarlett), ♥Jennifer LaRochelle (friend of Kim Neri), 
♥David Biegler, ♥Vin Dowling, ♥Garvin Phillip (nephew of Eleanor Phillip), ♥Elaine Treske, 
♥Marilyn Eller (sister of Elaine Treske), ♥Jim Poch, ♥All our Military men and women, 
♥Barbara Siegl, ♥All UMW in Rehabilitation and Nursing Homes, ♥Castells Family (family of 
Elaine Treske, ♥Evelyn Neber (friend of Elaine Treske).  † - Death in family, ♦ - New entry  
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March 4, 2026– 8PM 

 
Grace United Methodist Church is a Family of Faith 

striving to share God’s love with all. 

*Please Stand If You Are Able 

 
Welcome/Greetings  
 

*Call to Worship 

L:  Come, children of God, rejoice in your Maker! 
P:  Sing songs and hymns, old and new; celebrate with voices and  
      instruments, with praise and prayers! 
L:  Open your eyes to the life-giving presence of Jesus Christ.  For God is  
     already here, among us and within us, bringing new life to all who  
     believe. 
P:  Let’s praise God together! 
 

*Opening Hymn #467 – “Trust and Obey”                   TRUST AND OBEY 

 

*Opening Prayer 

All-knowing and all-caring God, we gather this day drained by another 
week.  We are like a parched desert, empty and in need of replenishment.  
Visit us with your presence, saturate us with your Spirit, and bathe us in 
your streams of living water, that our lives might acknowledge and worship 
you to the praise and honor of Jesus Christ.  Amen 
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Passing of the Peace of Christ 
Let us offer one another signs of reconciliation and love.   

 
Scriptures 

*Gospel Reading – Matthew 6:1-7 (New International Version) 

6 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen 
by them.  If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.  
2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by 
others.  Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full.  3 But when 
you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand 
is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret.  Then your Father, who sees 
what is done in secret, will reward you.  5 “And when you pray, do not be 
like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on 
the street corners to be seen by others.  Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward in full.  6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door 
and pray to your Father, who is unseen.  Then your Father, who sees what 
is done in secret, will reward you.  7 And when you pray, do not keep on 
babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many 
words. 
 

L:  The Word of God, For the People of God.  P:  Thanks be to God.  
 

Old Testament – Isaiah 58:6-14 (New International Version) 
6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:  to loose the chains of injustice and 
untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?  7 Is 
it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with 
shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away from your 
own flesh and blood?  8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your 
healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the 
glory of the Lord will be your rear guard.  9 Then you will call, and the Lord will 
answer; you will cry for help, and he will say:  Here am I.  “If you do away with 
the yoke of oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk, 10 and if you 
spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the 
noonday.  11 The Lord will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-
scorched land and will strengthen your frame.  You will be like a well-watered 

garden, like a spring whose waters never fail.  12 Your people will rebuild the 
ancient ruins  and will raise up the age-old foundations; you will be called 
Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.  13 “If you keep your 
feet from breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you please on my holy day, if 
you call the Sabbath a delight and the Lord’s holy day honorable, and if you honor 
it by not going your own way and not doing as you please or speaking idle words, 
14 then you will find your joy in the Lord, and I will cause you to ride in triumph on 
the heights of the land and to feast on the inheritance of your father Jacob.”  For 
the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 
 

L:  The Word of God, For the People of God.  P:  Thanks be to God.  
 

*Hymn before Sermon – “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”      FAITHFULNESS 
 

Lenten Meditation – “Spiritual Discipline                                     Earl Boyd 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Invitation to Tithes and Offering 
With grateful hearts, let us share a portion of the bounty God has given us.  
We do so as an act of faith, and in support of God’s work in the congregation 
and the world.  
 

Special Music - "Near the Cross" by William Howard Doane 
~Kim Neri, violin~ 

*Hymn No. 95 – Presentation of the Offering 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 

May the privileged always share with the forgotten, may the powerful learn the 
grace of humility, and may our generosity reveal our gratitude for all the blessings 

we have been given so we can share them with others.  Amen. 

*Closing Hymn #504 - “The Old Rugged Cross”  THE OLD RUGGED CROSS 

*Dismissal with Blessing

  


