Grace United Methodist Church

March 1, 2026 — 10 AM

Order of Worship
2nd Sunday in Lent/Communion Sunday

Grace United Methodist Church is a Family of Faith
striving to share God’s love with all.

*Please Stand If You Are Able

OPENING VOLUNTARY - "Psalm" by Gordon Young
WELCOME/GREETINGS

CHORAL INTROIT

*
OPENING HYMN #158 — “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” SPANISH HYMN

*CALL TO WORSHIP

God calls us to set out in faith.

: The love of God leads us home.

Christ blesses us that we might bless others.

The blessings of Christ heal our world.

The Holy Spirit strengthens us for the journey.

The power of the Spirit sustains and supports us.
The One who made heaven and earth meets us here.
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*OPENING PRAYER

Lord of light and love, your Spirit enlivens our spirits, even as your kingdom
draws us to you. May we be born from above, that our souls might ascend
to your realm and taste the joy of eternal life in your name. For you sent your
Son into our world, not to condemn the world, but that all who enter into his
light we might have life, and have it abundantly. Amen.

SCRIPTURES

Genesis 12:1-4a (NIV)

12 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your
father’s household to the land I will show you. 2 “I will make you into a great nation,
and | will bless you; | will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 | will
bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you | will curse; and all peoples
on earth will be blessed through you.” 4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him;
and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from
Harran.

L: The Word of God, For the People of God. P: Thanks be to God.

Romans 4:1-5, 13-174

What then shall we saythat Abraham, our forefather according to the
flesh, discovered in this matter? 2If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he
had something to boast about—but not before God. 3What does Scripture say?
“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 4Now to
the one who works, wages are not credited as a giftbut as an
obligation. ®However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies
the ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness. '3 It was not through the law
that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir of the
world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. #For if those who
depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is
worthless, ® because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no
transgression. 16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by
grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who
are of the law but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of
us all. "7 As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is our
father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead
and calls into being things that were not.

L: The Word of God, For the People of God. P: Thanks be to God.

*
HYMN BEFORE SERMON #3004 - “Step by Step” (Sing Twice)



SERMON - “Blessings Received through Faith” Rev. Eumin Kim
PASTORAL PRAYER

INVITATION

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their
sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin
before God and one another.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Maker of heaven and earth, when we face times of trial, lift our eyes to the
hills to find our help. For you meet us in our need, and you lift us from the
cares and toils that weaken our spirits and sap our strength. Call us this day
as you called your followers of old, for we long experience your awesome
power and respond with faithful hearts and willing spirits. Bless us each
day, that we might share the promise of your blessings with a world
struggling to find its way. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Just as the wind blows where it will, God’s Spirit moves in our world, calling us into
ever deeper life with Christ. Hear and claim this good news. It is freely given.

PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST

As disciples of Christ, we are born of the Spirit and offered a heritage that no one
can take away. Share the joy and peace of life in Christ by greeting those around
you in the name of the one who came to save us in holy love.

INVITATION TO TITHES AND OFFERING

We proclaim Jesus Christ with our mouths, in our actions, and through our lives.
Let us offer up our lives to Christ, that in our lives we may be servants of Jesus
Christ.

CHANCEL CHOIR — "God Thou Art Love" by Craig Courtney

*HYMN NO. 95 - Presentation of the Offering

*PRA YER OF DEDICATION

Gracious God, just as you blessed the saints of old when they ventured forth
in faith, so now bless us in our living and in our giving. Transform our gifts
and offerings into blessings for a weak and weary world, that all may touch
your great love. Amen.



THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty (almighty God), creator of heaven and earth. You brought all
things into being and called them good.

From the dust of the earth you formed us into your image and breathed into us the
breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained
steadfast. When rain fell upon the earth for forty days and forty nights, you bore
up the ark on the waters, saved Noah and his family, and made covenant with
every living creature on earth. When you led your people to Mount Sinai for forty
days and forty nights, you gave us your commandments and made us your
covenant people. When your people forsook your covenant, your prophet Elijah
fasted for forty days and forty nights; and on your holy mountain, he heard your
still small voice.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. When you gave him to save
us from our sin, your Spirit led him into the wilderness, where he fasted forty days
and forty nights to prepare for his ministry. When he suffered and died on a cross
for our sin, you raised him to life, presented him alive to the apostles during forty
days, and exalted him at your right hand. By the baptism of his suffering, death,
and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin
and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. Now, when
we your people prepare for the yearly feast of Easter, you lead us to repentance
for sin and the cleansing of our hearts, that during these forty days of Lent we may
be gifted and graced to reaffirm the covenant you made with us through Christ.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke the bread, gave it to the disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."

When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his
disciples, and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new



covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving, as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with
Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and
wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the
world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to
all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly
banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor
and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER AND CHORAL RESPONSE
BREAKING THE BREAD
GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP

*
PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING COMMUNION

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by
granting us the presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our
love for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

*
CLOSING HYMN #359 — “Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed” HUDSON

*
DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING

CLOSING VOLUNTARY - "Ricercare on 'St. Anne" by Gordon Young



Pastor: Rev. Eumin Kim Counting Team: Debbie Nicosia

Director of Music: Drew Banzhoff Ushers: Everett Fitch, Carol

Provenzano, Michael Provenzano
Liturgist/Reader:
Dr. Tonia Ukanwoke Audio-Tech: Brandon Gauntlett

& & vAnthony Nicosia (stepson of Debbie Nicosia), v¢Lisa Becker, v+Bill Smyth, ¥Steve
Savarese, YAna G (student of Naomi Brown), ¥Chris Ukanwoke, YRhoda Lankins and
Roosevelt Lankins, ¥Country and People of Nigeria, vJuana Fernandez (mother of Marisa
Pershad), YElmer Alfaro and Dion Alfaro (friends of Andrea Owen-Boyd), ¥Family of Jennifer
Seymour (friend of Andrea Owen-Boyd), ¥Prayers for everyone in Cuba and Jamaica, ¥Kalli
Medina (student of Naomi Brown), ¥Barbara Woodford, ¥Pat Panzarino, ¥Sonia Elliott,
vAmanda Brown (Naomi Brown’s mother), ¥Diane Rutledge (Naomi Brown’s aunt), ¥George
and Jeanne Simmons, YMaudlyn Scarlett, ¥Marianne and Don Pike, vJerry Noble (Tom
Noble’s dad), ¥Lionel Brown, ¥Diane Vitacco, ¥Heather Manning (friend of Kim Neri),
vSofiaRose Curry (relative of Sing Larson), YEdie Zipperlen, ¥Mary Flynn (mom) and Maureen
Andersen (daughter), ¥Manny Kurz, ¥Debbielee Thomsen, ¥Cliff McBride (friend of Debbielee
Thomsen), vEveron Palmer (son of Enid Simpson), ¥Carol Whyte, ¥Winston Scarlett (brother-
in-law of Maudlyn Scarlett), vJennifer LaRochelle (friend of Kim Neri), ¥David Biegler, ¥Vin
Dowling, ¥Garvin Phillip (nephew of Eleanor Phillip), YElaine Treske, YMarilyn Eller (sister of
Elaine Treske), ¥Jim Poch, YAll our Military men and women, ¥Barbara Siegl, YAll UMW in
Rehabilitation and Nursing Homes, ¥Castells Family (family of Elaine Treske, ¥Evelyn Neber
(friend of Elaine Treske). 1 - Death in family, ¢ - New entry
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