
Grace United Methodist Church 
 

 
 

January 11, 2026 - 10:00AM 

Order of Worship – Baptism of the Lord 
 

 

Grace United Methodist Church is a Family of Faith 
striving to share God’s love with all. 

*Please Stand If You Are Able 

 
Opening Voluntary - "Prelude in G minor, BWV 558" by J. S. Bach 
(spurious) 
 

Welcome/Greetings 
 

Choral Introit 
 

*Opening Hymn #189 – “Fairest Lord Jesus”                        ST. ELIZABETH 
 

*Call to Worship 

L:  Come! Let us follow Jesus to the edge of the Jordan River to be 
baptized.  
P:  We come to be cleansed and made whole. 
L:  Come!  Let us witness John’s confusion and Jesus’ insistence that John 
baptize God Incarnate. 
P:  We come to join Jesus in choosing life in the kingdom of God. 
L:  Come!  Let us hear God declare the truth of Jesus’ identity and the truth 
of our identity as baptized people.  
P:  We come to remember and embody who we are as beloved 
children of God. 



L:  Come! Let us worship God who leads us into the baptismal waters and 
salvation life. 
P:  We come to worship God who empowers us through divine 
presence to live together as the family of God. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Eternal God, at the baptism of Jesus, you revealed him to be your Son, 
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit.  Keep all who are born of water 
and the Spirit faithful to their calling as your people; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
We have entered the season in which your light has been given to the 
world, your blessings have been poured out on the world, and yet all 
we can think about is our own problems, our own needs, our own 
desires.  Help us to yearn for your presence. Pour your baptismal 
waters over us again, cleansing us from our selfishness and arrogance.  
Nourish and heal us so that we may joyfully serve you.  Let us receive 
the blessings offered in creation and in the birth and baptism of Jesus.  
We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance 
The love of God is always offered to us, freely, joyfully, for all eternity. 
Rejoice, dear friends, this is the good news of our Lord. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace of Christ 
Jesus is the first one who passed through the waters of Christian baptism, 
Our Eldest Sibling in the new family of God, Womb of Life, through whom all 
find new life.  Let us welcome everyone who joins us in our family time today. 
 
Westminster Ringers – “Come, Christians, Join to Sing" arr. by Roy T. 
Slogging, Jr. 
 
Children’s Message                                                           Rev. Prumeh Kim 
 
 
 



Scriptures 
Old Testament – Isaiah 42:1-9 
“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will 
put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations.  2 He will not 
shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets.  3 A bruised reed he will not 
break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.  In faithfulness he will 
bring forth justice; 4 he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes 
justice on earth.  In his teaching the islands will put their hope.”  5 This is what 
God the Lord says—the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, 
who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it, who gives breath to 
its people, and life to those who walk on it:  6 “I, the Lord, have called you in 
righteousness; I will take hold of your hand.  I will keep you and will make 
you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, 7 to open 
eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the 
dungeon those who sit in darkness.  8 “I am the Lord; that is my name!  I will 
not yield my glory to another or my praise to idols.  9 See, the former 
things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring into 
being I announce them to you.” 
 

L:  The Word of God, For the People of God.  P:  Thanks be to God.  
 
Gospel Reading - Matthew 3:13-17 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John.  14 But 
John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 
come to me?”  15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this 
to fulfill all righteousness.”  Then John consented.  16 As soon as Jesus was 
baptized, he went up out of the water.  At that moment heaven was 
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting 
on him.  17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased.” 
 

L:  The Word of God, For the People of God.  P:  Thanks be to God.  
 

*Hymn before Sermon #2107 - “Wade in the Water”     WADE IN THE WATER 

(The Faith We Sing Hymnal) 
 

Sermon – “Ministry of Presence”                                       Rev. Prumeh Kim 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 



Lord’s Prayer 
 
Congregational Reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant – UMH Page 
50  
 
Invitation to Tithes and Offering 
Isaiah calls those who partner with God a light to the nations.  We are to 
establish justice in the earth and bring those who sit in darkness into the light.  
What important world-shaping work!  May we give of our lives and gifts for 
this work! 

Chancel Choir – "Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters"    (BEACH SPRING) 

*Hymn No. 95 – Presentation of the Offering 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
God of Bold Visions for our World, you love all peoples and nations, 
seeking a world where everyone flourishes in just and righteous lives.  
Use us and our gifts for the newness you declare possible.  Make this 
newness spring forth in and through us. 
 

*Closing Hymn #605 - “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”       
BEACH SPRING 
 

*Dismissal with Blessing 
 
Closing Voluntary - "Revive Us Again" arranged by Larry Shackley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Pastors:  Rev. Eumin Kim,             
Rev. Prumeh Lee Kim 
 
Music Director:  Drew Banzhoff 
 
Director of Westminster Ringers:  
Kim Neri 
 
Liturgist/Reader:  Coleen Murray 
 

Counting Team:  Debbie Nicosia 
 
Ushers:  Everett Fitch, Carol 
Provenzano, Michael Provenzano 
 
Audio-Tech:  Brandon Gauntlett 
  

 

  ♥†Family of Richard (Dick) Keller), ♥†Family of Michael Kurz, ♥♦Steve 
Savarese, ♥Ana G (student of Naomi Brown), ♥Chris Ukanwoke, ♥Rhoda 
Lankins and Roosevelt Lankins, ♥Country and People of Nigeria, ♥Juana 
Fernandez (mother of Marisa Pershad), ♥Elmer Alfaro and Dion Alfaro (friends 
of Andrea Owen-Boyd), ♥Prayers for everyone in Cuba and Jamaica, ♥Beth 
Zeller and family (friends of Debbielee Thomsen), ♥Rev. Carl Borden, ♥Andrea 
Russell (family member of Debbielee Thomsen), ♥Kalli Medina (student of Naomi 
Brown), ♥Barbara Woodford, ♥Pat Panzarino, ♥Sonia Elliott, ♥Amanda Brown 
(Naomi Brown’s mother), ♥Diane Rutledge (Naomi Brown’s aunt), ♥George and 
Jeanne Simmons, ♥Maudlyn Scarlett, ♥Marianne and Don Pike, ♥Jerry Noble 
(Tom Noble’s dad), ♥Lionel Brown, ♥Diane Vitacco, ♥Heather Manning (friend of 
Kim Neri), ♥SofiaRose Curry (relative of Sing Larson), ♥Edie Zipperlen, ♥Mary 
Flynn (mom) and Maureen Andersen (daughter), ♥Manny Kurz, ♥Debbielee 
Thomsen, ♥Cliff McBride (friend of Debbielee Thomsen), ♥Everon Palmer (son 
of Enid Simpson), ♥Carol Whyte, ♥Winston Scarlett (brother-in-law of Maudlyn 
Scarlett), ♥Jennifer LaRochelle (friend of Kim Neri), ♥David Biegler, ♥Vin 
Dowling, ♥Garvin Phillip (nephew of Eleanor Phillip), ♥Elaine Treske, ♥Marilyn 
Eller (sister of Elaine Treske), ♥Jim Poch, ♥All our Military men and women, 
♥Barbara Siegl, ♥All UMW in Rehabilitation and Nursing Homes, ♥Castells 
Family (family of Elaine Treske, ♥Evelyn Neber (friend of Elaine Treske).  Note.  
Prayer List names will continue to be listed for two weeks.  After that period of time, the 
names will be removed unless you call us with current information.  † - Death in family,        
♦ - New entry  

 
GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

21 South Franklin Avenue, Valley Stream, NY  11580 
Church Phone Number:  516/825-1182  
Church E-mail:  GraceVSNY@aol.com 

 
 

Rev.  Eumin Kim 
Rev. Prumeh Lee Kim 


