
Grace United Methodist Church 
 

 
 

December 28, 2025 - 10:00AM 

Order of Worship for 1st Sunday after Christmas  
 

 

Grace United Methodist Church is a Family of Faith 
striving to share God’s love with all. 

*Please Stand If You Are Able 

 
Opening Voluntary 
 

Welcome/Greetings 
 

Choral Introit 
 

*Opening Hymn ##568 - “Christ for the World We Sing”           ITALIAN HYMN 
 

*Call to Worship 
L:  Praise the God of mercy and love. 
P:  Praise God with angels in the highest heavens. 
L:  Praise Christ, who came as a child. 
P:  Praise Christ with all God’s children, young and old alike. 
L:  Praise the Holy Spirit, who calls us here. 
P:  Praise the Spirit from the depths of our souls. 
 

*Opening Prayer 
Loving God, we come into your presence with joy in this holiday 
season.  But we also come with sorrow for a world struggling in pain.  
Bring hope to our weary world.  Bring love to our hearts.  Bring joy to 
our lives.  And help us bring hope, love, and joy, as we follow your Son, 
Christ Jesus.  Amen. 



Prayer of Confession 
Merciful God, we yearn to be merciful and gracious, as you have been 
merciful and gracious to us.  Grant us the mercy to redeem our lives, 
and give us the strength to live as those who are redeemed.  Help us 
resist the forces of evil and cruelty that kill our hope and destroy our 
souls.  Fill us with your light and love, that we may overflow with mercy, 
compassion, help, and hope for our world.  In your holy name, we pray. 
Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance 
In love and mercy, God redeems us.  In grace and joy, God lifts us.  In 
strength and security, God carries us all the days of our lives. 
 
Passing of the Peace of Christ 
In this time of glory and praise, let us rejoice by sharing signs of Christ’s 
peace. 
 
 
Children’s Message                                                               Rev. Eumin Kim 
 
Scriptures 
Old Testament – Isaiah 63:7-9 
7 I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, the deeds for which he is to be 
praised, according to all the Lord has done for us—yes, the many good 
things he has done for Israel, according to his compassion and many 
kindnesses.  8 He said, “Surely they are my people, children who will be true 
to me”; and so he became their Savior.  9 In all their distress he too was 
distressed, and the angel of his presence saved them.  In his love and mercy 
he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
 

L:  The Word of God, For the People of God.  P:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Gospel Reading -   Matthew 2:1-12 
2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the 
one who has been born king of the Jews?  We saw his star when it rose and 
have come to worship him.”  3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, 
and all Jerusalem with him.  4 When he had called together all the people’s 
chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was 



to be born.  5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 
prophet has written:  6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who 
will shepherd my people Israel.’”  7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and 
found out from them the exact time the star had appeared.  8 He sent them 
to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child.  As soon as 
you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”  9 After 
they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 
when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the 
child was.  10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  11 On coming to 
the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down 
and worshiped him.  Then they opened their treasures and presented him 
with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  12 And having been warned in a 
dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another 
route. 
 

L:  The Word of God, For the People of God.  P:  Thanks be to God.  
 

*Hymn before Sermon #254 – “We Three Kings”                  KINGS OF ORIENT 

 
Sermon – “Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh””                        Rev. Eumin Kim 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Invitation to Tithes and Offering 
Just as visitors from the East brought gifts to the Christ child, we too are 
invited to bring gifts to Christ’s church in service of God’s work in the world.  
Any gift of love is a gift of gold. 
 

*Hymn No. 95 – Presentation of the Offering 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
Generous God, thank you for the gift of Christ Jesus in our lives and in 
our world.  Thank you for the gifts we return to you now.  Bless these 
gifts, that they may support Christ’s loving presence in our ministry, in 
our community, and in our world.  Amen. 
 



*Closing Hymn #251 - “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”  GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 

 

*Dismissal with Blessing 
 
Closing Voluntary 
 
 

FLOWERS 
 

Flowers were given on Christmas Eve in loving memory of 
Ruby Walrond and Irene Robertson 

by Maudlyn Scarlett. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Eumin Kim 
 
Guest Organist:  Jane Leslie 
 
Liturgist/Reader:  Earl Boyd 
 
 

Counting Team:  Marisa Pershad 
 
Ushers:  Everett Fitch, Carol 
Provenzano, Michael Provenzano 
 
Audio-Tech:  Brandon Gauntlett 
 

 

 
 
 

  ♥†Family of Richard (Dick) Keller), ♥†Family of Michael Kurz, ♥Chris 
Ukanwoke, ♥Rhoda Lankins and Roosevelt Lankins, ♥Country and People of 
Nigeria, ♥Juana Fernandez (mother of Marisa Pershad), ♥Elmer Alfaro and Dion 
Alfaro (friends of Andrea Owen-Boyd), ♥Prayers for everyone in Cuba and 
Jamaica, ♥Beth Zeller and family (friends of Debbielee Thomsen), ♥Rev. Carl 
Borden, ♥Andrea Russell (family member of Debbielee Thomsen), ♥Kalli Medina 
(student of Naomi Brown), ♥Barbara Woodford, ♥Pat Panzarino, ♥Sonia Elliott, 
♥Amanda Brown (Naomi Brown’s mother), ♥Diane Rutledge (Naomi Brown’s 
aunt), ♥George and Jeanne Simmons, ♥Maudlyn Scarlett, ♥Marianne and Don 



Pike, ♥Jerry Noble (Tom Noble’s dad), ♥Lionel Brown, ♥Diane Vitacco, ♥Heather 
Manning (friend of Kim Neri), ♥SofiaRose Curry (relative of Sing Larson), ♥Edie 
Zipperlen, ♥Mary Flynn (mom) and Maureen Andersen (daughter), ♥Manny Kurz, 
♥Debbielee Thomsen, ♥Cliff McBride (friend of Debbielee Thomsen), ♥Everon 
Palmer (son of Enid Simpson), ♥Carol Whyte, ♥Winston Scarlett (brother-in-law 
of Maudlyn Scarlett), ♥Jennifer LaRochelle (friend of Kim Neri), ♥David Biegler, 
♥Vin Dowling, ♥Garvin Phillip (nephew of Eleanor Phillip), ♥Elaine Treske, 
♥Marilyn Eller (sister of Elaine Treske), ♥Jim Poch, ♥All our Military men and 
women, ♥Barbara Siegl, ♥All UMW in Rehabilitation and Nursing Homes, 
♥Castells Family (family of Elaine Treske, ♥Evelyn Neber (friend of Elaine 
Treske).  Note.  Prayer List names will continue to be listed for two weeks.  After 
that period of time, the names will be removed unless you call us with current 
information.  † - Death in family, ♦ - New entry  
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