
Grace United Methodist Church 
 

 
 

November 30, 2025 - 10:00AM 
 

Order of Worship – First Sunday of Advent 
 

Grace United Methodist Church is a Family of Faith  
striving to share God’s love with all. 

*Please Stand If You Are Able 
 

Opening Voluntary - "Prelude in B-flat Major, BWV 560" by J. S. Bach 
(spurious) 
 

Welcome/Greetings 
 

Choral Introit 
 

*Opening Hymn #211 – “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”      VENI EMMANUEL 

~Verses 1-4~ 
 
 

Lighting of the 1st Advent Candle                                 The DiSalvo Family 
All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing good that Christ may find 
an eager welcome at his coming and call us to his side in the kingdom of heaven, 
where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 

*Call to Worship 
L:  We begin the journey that leads to Christmas. 
P:  Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
L:  This is a journey of peace. 
P:  Let us beat swords into plowshares. 
L:  This is a journey of hope. 
P:  Let us walk with God. 
 



*Opening Prayer 
Everlasting God, we begin our journey toward Christmas with hope 
stirring within.  Teach us how to get ready.  Show how to prepare our 
hearts for Jesus.  Help us walk in your ways, as we put on your Son, 
Jesus Christ.  Guide us on your paths of peace and understanding, as 
we prepare our hearts anew for the road ahead.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
Holy One, we want to know your plan.  We want to know when and how 
things will happen.  You have shown us your ways and taught us to 
walk in the paths of peace.  Teach us to trust your never-ending care, 
for our future is in your hands.  Help us cast aside our holiday worries 
and live with Advent joy!  Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance 
God offers us peace and security.  God goes with us on our journey. 
 
Passing of the Peace of Christ 
God calls us to set aside our weapons, stop fighting, and live in peace and security. 
 
Children’s Message                                                            Rev. Eumin Kim 
 
Scriptures 
New Testament – Romans 13:11-14 (NIV)  
11 And do this, understanding the present time:  The hour has already 
come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer 
now than when we first believed.  12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost 
here.  So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of 
light.  13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension 
and jealousy.  14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh. 
 

L:  The Word of God, For the People of God.  P:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Reading – Matthew 24:36-44 (NIV)  
36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father.  37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will 
be at the coming of the Son of Man.  38 For in the days before the flood, 
people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the 



day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would 
happen until the flood came and took them all away.  That is how it will be at 
the coming of the Son of Man.  40 Two men will be in the field; one will be 
taken and the other left.  41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one 
will be taken and the other left.  42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do 
not know on what day your Lord will come.  43 But understand this:  If the 
owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he 
would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken 
into.  44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an 
hour when you do not expect him. 
 

L:  The Word of God, For the People of God.  P:  Thanks be to God. 
 

*Hymn #196 – “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                     HYFRYDOL 
 
Sermon – “Ready or Not Here I Come”                                Rev. Eumin Kim 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Invitation to Tithes and Offering 
As we prepare the way of the Lord, let us open our hearts to share gifts of 
love and mercy-gifts that are pleasing to our God. 
 
Anthem – "Carol for Advent" by Don Besig 
 

*Hymn No. 95 - Presentation of the Offering 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
God of all goodness, as we walk in the light of your love, we are blessed 
by the abundance of your gifts.  You give us the beauty of nature, food 
to nourish our bodies, and communities to love and support us.  Out of 
our abundance, we bring our gifts to you.  May these gifts increase 
peace in our community and throughout the world. Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn #381 – “Savior Like a Shepherd Led Us”            BRADBURY 

 



*Dismissal with Blessing 

Closing Voluntary – "Fugue in B-flat Major, BWV 560" by J. S. Bach 
(spurious) 

 

An Altar Flower arrangement has been given by Pat Eshun in honor of 
her friend Mrs. Delphine Garr on her 60th birthday. 

 

Pastors:  Rev. Eumin Kim 
                Rev. Prumeh Lee 
 
Liturgist/Reader:  Allison Wilson-
LaVoie 
 
Director of Music: Drew Banzhoff 
 
 

Counting Team:  Marisa Pershad 
 
Ushers:  Everett Fitch, Carol Provenzano, 
                Mike Provenzano 
 
Audio-Tech:  Brandon Gauntlett 
 

 

 ♥♦Juana Fernandez (mother of Marisa Pershad), ♥Janet Cucci (friend of 
Jane Gunther), ♥Prayers for everyone in Cuba and Jamaica, ♥Beth Zeller and 
family (friends of Debbielee Thomsen), ♥Rev. Carl Borden, ♥Andrea Russell 
(family member of Debbielee Thomsen), ♥Kalli Medina (student of Naomi 
Brown), ♥Barbara Woodford, ♥Pat Panzarino, ♥Sonia Elliott, ♥Amanda Brown 
(Naomi Brown’s mother), ♥Diane Rutledge (Naomi Brown’s aunt), ♥George and 
Jeanne Simmons, ♥Maudlyn Scarlett, ♥Marianne and Don Pike, ♥Jerry Noble 
(Tom Noble’s dad), ♥Lionel Brown, ♥Diane Vitacco, ♥Heather Manning (friend of 
Kim Neri), ♥SofiaRose Curry (relative of Sing Larson), ♥Edie Zipperlen, ♥Mary 
Flynn (mom) and Maureen Andersen (daughter), ♥Manny Kurz, ♥Debbielee 
Thomsen, ♥Cliff McBride (friend of Debbielee Thomsen), ♥Everon Palmer (son 
of Enid Simpson), ♥Carol Whyte, ♥Winston Scarlett (brother-in-law of Maudlyn 
Scarlett), ♥Jennifer LaRochelle (friend of Kim Neri), ♥David Biegler, ♥Michael 
Kurz, ♥Vin Dowling, ♥Garvin Phillip (nephew of Eleanor Phillip), ♥Elaine Treske, 
♥Marilyn Eller (sister of Elaine Treske), ♥Jim Poch, ♥All our Military men and 
women, ♥Barbara Siegl, ♥All UMW in Rehabilitation and Nursing Homes, 
♥Castells Family (family of Elaine Treske, ♥Evelyn Neber (friend of Elaine 
Treske).  Note:  Prayer List names will continue to be listed for two weeks.  After that 
period of time, the names will be removed unless you call us with current information.   
† - Death in family, ♦ - New entry  
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