Grace United Methodist Church

April 14, 2024 - 10:00AM

Order of Worship
Third Sunday of Easter

Grace United Methodist Church is a Family of Faith
striving to share God’s love with all.

*Please Stand If You Are Able

Opening Voluntary — Ten Thousand Angels, R. Overholt
Choral Introit

Welcome/Greetings

*call to Worship

: Turn to Christ,

who calls us here.

Place your trust in God,

who protects our lives.

Lean into Spirit,

as we worship in Spirit and truth.

oo uor;

*Opening Hymn #304 — “Easter People, Raise Your Voices” REGENT SQUARE



*Opening Prayer

God of miracles and truth, bless us, as we gather for worship, with the power
of your Holy Spirit. Reveal your presence in our midst and open our hearts
and minds to receive your miraculous love. Strengthen our faith this day,
that we may go forth as witnesses of your miraculous love. Amen.

Westminster Ringers - Awesome God and Almighty
Medley by R. Mullins and W. Watson

Children’s Messaage

Scriptures

Epistle — 1 John 3:1-7

3 See what kind of love the Father has given to us in that we should be called
God’s children, and that is what we are! Because the world didn’t recognize him,
it doesn’t recognize us. 2Dear friends, now we are God’s children, and it hasn’t
yet appeared what we will be. We know that when he appears we will be like him
because we’ll see him as he is. *And all who have this hope in him purify
themselves even as he is pure. 4Every person who practices sin commits an act
of rebellion, and sin is rebellion. °You know that he appeared to take away sins,
and there is no sin in him. 8 Every person who remains in relationship to him does
not sin. Any person who sins has not seen him or known him. 7 Little children,
make sure no one deceives you. The person who practices righteousness is
righteous, in the same way that Jesus is righteous.

L: The Word of God, For the People of God. P: Thanks be to God.

*Gospel — Luke 24:36b-48 (Please stand if you are able)

36 Jesus himself stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 3 They were
terrified and afraid. They thought they were seeing a ghost. *He said to
them, “Why are you startled? Why are doubts arising in your hearts? 3°Look at
my hands and my feet. It’s really me! Touch me and see, for a ghost doesn’t have
flesh and bones like you see | have.” 4° As he said this, he showed them his hands
and feet. 41Because they were wondering and questioning in the midst of their
happiness, he said to them, “Do you have anything to eat?” 42They gave him a
piece of baked fish. “Taking it, he ate it in front of them. #*Jesus said to
them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with you—that



everything written about me in the Law from Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms
must be fulfiled.” 4*Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures. 46 He said to them, “This is what is written: the Christ will suffer and
rise from the dead on the third day, 4" and a change of heart and life for the
forgiveness of sins must be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. “®You are witnesses of these things.

L: The Word of God, For the People of God. P: Thanks be to God.

*Hymn before Message #349 — “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus” LEMMEL

Message
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer and Choral Response

Prayer of Confession

Turn to God. If your heart is heavy, invite Christ to lighten the load. If your
heart is hardened, invite the Spirit to soften and change you. Truly, we all
need to receive God’s grace and to heed Christ’s call.

Words of Assurance

God fills our hearts with joy and covers our lives with grace. Rest in this truth and
be at peace. All is well and all will be well.

Passing of the Peace of Christ
As God leads us beside the still waters of grace, Christ invites us to offer these still
waters of grace and peace to one another, that all may know the peace of God.

Invitation to Tithes and Offering
As we have been loved, we are invited to love. As God has given generously to

us, we are invited to give generously to God and to God’s church. May our hearts
brim with love and generosity for all as we enter this time of offering.

Choral Selection — Consecration, J. N. Beck

*Hymn No. 95 - Presentation of the Offering



*Prayer of Dedication

Generous God of love and grace, bless these gifts with your abundant love
and your life-giving grace. Bless us as we bear witnhess to your love and
grace in all that we say, all that we give, and all that we do. Amen.

*Closing Hymn #318 — “Christ Is Alive” TRURO

*Dismissal with Blessing

Closing Voluntary — Thine Is the Glory
R. J. Hughes

(Please remain seated for the Closing Voluntary)

Liturgist/Reader: Michelle Lewis Counting Team: Marisa Pershad
Director of Music: Ushers: Everett Fitch,
Kenneth Richardson Carol Provenzano,

Michael Provenzano
Westminster Ringers Bell
Ensemble Director: Kim Neri Audio-Tech: Brandon Gauntlett

Flowers are given today
from Elizabeth (Pat) Eshun in loving memory of her brother,
Dr. A.B.A. Prempeh, who is celebrating his 77" Birthday in heaven.

&' & vieFamily of Dr. A.B.A. Prempeh (Pat Eshun's brother), ¥f¢Family of Selah
Matthews, ¥Manny Kurz, ¥+Family of James Keidel, ¥Jasmin Whittaker, ¥Debbielee
Thomsen, YRene Mondol (friend of Rosario Hooker), ¥John Mirra, Jr. (son-in-law of
Rosario and Luis Hooker), YEmma Donnelly, ¥Veronica Stone (friend of Margo Morrison),
vEverol Palmer (son of Enid Simpson), YEugene (Gene) O’Brien, YHedy Kling, ¥Gene
Marks, ¥Declan Jurgens, ¥Pat Hamilton, ¥Michelle Hooker-Mirra, ¥Karen Kiernan,
vCarol Whyte, ¥YWinston Scarlett (brother-in-law of Maudlyn Scarlett), ¥David Biegler,
vVivian (4 months old) Peeples and sister Emilia (4 years old) Peeples, ¥Mary Turbeville
(cousin of Lenore Kurz), vJennifer LaRochelle, ¥Michael Ciampi (friend of Kim Neri),
vMichael Kurz, ¥Walter McKnight, ¥Vin Dowling, ¥Suella Fredrick (friend of Lorna
McKenzie), wJuliana Bonds (sister of Eleanor Phillip), ¥Garvin Phillip (nephew of Eleanor
Phillip), ¥Elaine Treske, ¥Marilyn Eller (sister of Elaine Treske), ¥lrene Misiti (friend of
Rosario Hooker), ¥Charles Zipperlen, ¥Jim Poch, YAll our Military men and women, ¥Ken



Richardson, ¥Barbara Siegl, YAll UMW in Rehabilitation and Nursing Homes, ¥Castells
Family (family of Elaine Treske), ¥lris Molina, ¥Olga Molina (sister of Iris Molina), YRev.
Dr. Jeffrey L. Hooker, ¥Milly Molina (sister of Iris Molina), ¥Evelyn Neber (friend of Elaine
Treske). Note: Prayer List names will continue to be listed for two weeks. After that
period of time, the names will be removed unless you call us with current information.

T - Death in family, ¢ - New entry

REMINDERS
Every Wednesday — Bible Study 7:30PM/Zoom
Every Saturday — Prayer Meeting 8AM/Zoom
The Zoom info is the same every week. A reminder is emailed with the
Zoom info.

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
21 South Franklin Avenue, Valley Stream, NY 11580
Church Phone Number: 516/825-1182; Church E-mail: GraceVSNY@aol.com




