Grace United Methodist Church

September 3, 2023 - 10:00AM

Order of Worship/ 14th Sunday after Pentecost/ Communion
Grace United Methodist Church is a Family of Faith
striving to share God’s love with all.

*Please Stand If You Are Able

Opening Voluntary — “Chanson Méodique” by F. Chopin
Choral Introit
Welcome/Greetings

*Call to Worship

We gather as a community of compassion and hope.

: Jesus calls us to care for each other tenderly and willingly.
By this caring and sharing we will be known as followers of Jesus.
By our example others may be led to lives of peace.

Lord, open our hearts and minds this day to your word.

Teach us to serve you with all our gifts and talents. Amen.
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*Opening Hymn #116 — “The God of Abraham Praise” LEONI

*Opening Prayer

Lord of summer sunshine and autumn harvest, be with us this day as we
gather to encounter your word and your way for us. Remind us that we can
place our trust in your eternal love. Enable us to be more effective in our
witness to that love by word and deed. Guide our steps and pick us up when
we falter. Dust us off and place us on the pathways of grace and service.
These things we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.



Children’s Message — “Peter Gets Turned Around”

Scriptures

Romans 12:9-21

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag
in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in
suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend
hospitality to strangers. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse
them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.

16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil,
but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it
depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves,
but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, | will
repay, says the Lord." 20 No, "if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are
thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals
on their heads." 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

L: The Word of God, For the People of God. P: Thanks be to God.

*Gospel — Matthew 16:21-28 (Please stand if you are able)

21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests
and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This must never
happen to you." 23 But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You
are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but
on human things." 24 Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my
sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit
their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 27 "For the Son of Man is
to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone
for what has been done. 28 Truly | tell you, there are some standing here who will
not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom."

L: The Word of God, For the People of God. P: Thanks be to God.

*Hymn before Message #402 — “Lord, | Want to Be a Christian”



Message — “The Cost of Admission” Rev. Dr. Jeffrey L. Hooker, Pastor
Pastoral Prayer

Invitation

In stories and in stores, in sandy deserts and on rocky roads, at school events and
Sunday worship, we encounter God. We meet the One who fills every moment
with the sacred. We confess our sins, in trust that we can turn aside and notice
God welcoming us with forgiveness and hope.

Prayer of Confession

God of love and mercy, be with us this day. We have faltered in our service
to you. We create divisions between various people; we judge before we
listen; we condemn before we make any attempt to understand. Our lives
are in turmoil and we confess that we have turned away from you. It is fear
and anger that too often surrounds us and our actions become based on
those fears and anger. Slow us down, Lord. Give us hearts overflowing with
grace and compassion. Help us to mirror Jesus who loved and healed others
who were rejected by “polite” society. Remind us that we are called to be
strong voices of hope for those who feel alienated and lost; we are called to
be a home to strangers; to quench thirst and to give nourishment; to
welcome and bring words of hope. Forgive us when we have forgotten these
things. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen.

Words of Assurance

Christ calls each of us into lives of service and hope. He equips us for these
ministries and places us on the pathways of peace. Rejoice! You are called by
God’s Son and blessed by him. Amen.

Passing of the Peace of Christ
The peace that Christ brings comes through the fire of the Holy Spirit. Let us share
the peace that sets our souls on fire as we pass the peace of Christ.

Invitation to Tithes and Offering

As God has blessed our lives with abundant love and gifts, let us bring our
tithes and offerings to this place, seeking to help others, to offer comfort and
hope. Let us receive our morning offering.

Chancel Choir Selection — “Be My Church” by D. Lantz

*Hymn No. 95 - Presentation of the Offering



*Prayer of Dedication

Lord of all mercy and compassion, bless these gifts lovingly offered and all
the people here. Help us to use these gifts for ministries of hope through our
church and into our community, nation and world. Amen.

Thanksgiving and Communion
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image
and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed,
your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to
be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through your prophets, who looked for that
day when justice shall roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing
stream, when nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war anymore. And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your spirit anointed him to
preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce
that the time had come when you would save your people. He healed the sick, fed
the hungry, and ate with sinners. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and
resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and
death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. At his ascension
you exalted him to sit and reign with you at your right hand.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his
disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new



covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with
Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and
wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the
world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to
all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly
banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor
and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER AND CHORAL RESPONSE
BREAKING THE BREAD
GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING COMMUNION

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by
granting us the presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our
love for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

*
Closing Hymn #670 — “Go Forth for God” GENEVA 124

*Dismissal with Blessing

Closing Voluntary — “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” by T. Chesterton
~Based on tune “Ein’ Feste Burg” by M. Luther~

(Please remain seated for the Closing Voluntary)
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