Grace United Methodist Church – VS
5th Sunday in Lent/Communion Sunday
**Virtual participants, please have bread and juice ready”
Order of Worship
April 3, 2022

10:00 A.M.

Greeting
Call to Worship
L: When the Lord restored our fortunes, we were like those who dream.
P: Then our mouths were filled with laughter, and our tongues were loosed with
shouts of joy.
L: Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.”
P: The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad.
L: Restore our fortunes, O God, like ancient, flowing streams.
P: Let those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy! (AWA, 2022)
Opening Voluntary – “Prelude” by H. Mann
Opening Prayer
Walk with us, Spirit of Christ, on this Lenten journey. Show us what to bring with us
and what to leave behind. Give us the courage to leave the past behind, that we may
see the new things that lie ahead. Then let us pick up our very best gifts in order to
give them to others in your name, that our lives may be complete, and our hearts may
be made whole. In the Spirit and the joy of Christ, our friend, we pray. Amen.
(AWA, 2022)
Opening Hymn #57 - “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

AZMON

Scriptures
New Testament – Epistle – Philippians 3:4b-14 (Breaking with the Past)
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on
the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew
born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as
to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have
come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as
loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I
have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may
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gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God
based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the
sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may attain
the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained this or have
already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has
made me his own. 13 Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this
one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies
ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ
Jesus.
L: Word of God, Word of Life. P: Thanks be to God
New Testament - Gospel – John 12:1-8 (Mary Anoints Jesus)
1 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom
he had raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3 Mary took a pound of costly perfume
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was
filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the
one who was about to betray him), said, 5 "Why was this perfume not sold for three
hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?" 6 (He said this not because he
cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used
to steal what was put into it.) 7 Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that
she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8 You always have the poor with you, but
you do not always have me."
L: Word of God, Word of Life. P: Thanks be to God
Hymn before Message #172 - “My Jesus, I Love Thee”
Message

GORDON
Pastor Nation

Holy Communion (Please have your bread (wafer) and juice ready, virtual participants)
1. Invitation
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin
and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before
God and one another.
2. Confession and Pardon
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We
have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we have
broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our
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neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
All Pray in Silence.
Leader to the people:
3. Words of Assurance:
Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s
love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
People to the Leader:
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
4. Sharing the Peace
As we abide in Christ, our vine, we bear the fruit of God’s love. Let us share the joy of
our fortune by exchanging signs of Christ’s peace with one another. (AWA, 2021)
Let us offer one another signs of reconciliation and love.
5. Invitation to Offering
The Spirit of Christ visits us in this place. Let us respond by giving the best of our
treasures and talents for the work of God’s church in the world. (AWA, 2022)
Choral Selection – “Steadfast Love” by L. Shackley
Prayer of Dedication
6. Thanksgiving and Communion
a. The Great Thanksgiving:
L. The Lord be with you.
P. And also with you.
L. Lift up your hearts.
P. We lift them up to the Lord.
L. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
P. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty (almighty God), creator of heaven and earth. In love you made us for
yourself; and when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, your
love remained steadfast. You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts and prepare
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with joy for the Easter feast, that, renewed by your Word and Sacraments and fervent
in prayer and works of justice and mercy, we may come to the fullness of grace that
you have prepared for those who love you. And so, with your people on earth and all
the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
b. Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
c. Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ whom you sent in the
fullness of time to redeem the world. He emptied himself, taking the form of a
servant, being born in our likeness. He humbled himself and became obedient
unto death, even death on a cross. He took upon himself our sin and death and
offered himself, a perfect sacrifice for the sin of the whole world. By the
baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant
by water and the Spirit.
d. On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to
you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my
body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
e. When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his
disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
f. And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with
Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
g. Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and
wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the
world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry
to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly
banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor
and glory is yours, almighty Father (God), now and forever. Amen.
7. The Lord’s Prayer
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Thy kingdom come; thy will
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
8. Taking the Bread and Cup (Individual or families will take their bread and
juice)
9. Prayer after Holy Communion:
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have
given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of
your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Closing Hymn #701 - “When We All Get to Heaven”

HEAVEN

Dismissal with Blessing
Closing Voluntary – “Postlude” by D. Bernard
Today, Earl Boyd is our Liturgist and David Earl is our Reader.
Prayer List. †♥Family of Adam Doeringer, ♥Christine Doeringer, ♥Mason Baker (cousin of Debbie
Nicosia), ♥Christine and Adam Doeringer, ♥Sherry Schutt (niece of Pearl Hamilton), ♥Thornton Stone
(father of Brian Stone), ♥People of Ukraine, ♥Roael Cooke (brother-in-law of Pearl Hamilton), ♥Ramona
Morrison (daughter of Margo and Vincent Morrison), ♥Averil Wallace (relative of Earl Boyd), ♥Neil Allen
(son-in-law of Margo and Vincent Morrison), ♥Pastor Nation, ♥Walter McKnight, ♥Coleen Murray, ♥Velda
Mathis (sister-in-law of Marianne Pike), ♥Maria Smith (mother of Rebecca Heyward), ♥Kenneth
Richardson, ♥Kris Thomsen (cousin of Debbielee Thomsen), ♥Nancy Roman (friend of Sing Larson),
Emilia Peeples (granddaughter of Debbie and Joe Nicosia), ♥Alice Shubrick (friend of Pearl Hamilton),
♥Susan Short and her daughter ♥Sarah Short (friends of Nancy Wasek), ♥Faith Pollack (friend of Sing
Larson), ♥Pearl Hamilton, ♥Charles Zipperlen, ♥Anne Mahoney, ♥Douglas Hayes, ♥Ulysses Ceazer
(friend of Svetlana Hamlet), ♥Hensbert Neville Brooks (husband of Mahalia Brooks), ♥Kay Hartmann, ♥All
United Methodist Women in Rehabilitation and Nursing Homes, ♥Shirley Shivrattan-Dookhi, ♥Juliana
Bonds (sister of Eleanor Phillip), ♥Maudlyn and Keible Scarlett, ♥Amy Cooke (sister of Pearl Hamilton),
♥Bob von Schmid (son-in-law of Adam and Christine Doeringer), ♥Kenneth Kurz (grandson of Lenore and
Manny Kurz), ♥Michael Kurz (son of Lenore and Manny Kurz), ♥Airman Jayvee Kurz (grandson of Lenore
and Manny Kurz), ♥Elaine Treske, ♥Castells Family (family of Elaine Treske), ♥Margo and Vincent
Morrison, ♥Cyril (friend of Pat Eshun), ♥Samuel A. Dorsey (father of David A. Dorsey), ♥David Biegler,
♥Iris Molina, ♥Olga Molina (sister of Iris Molina), ♥Everol Palmer (son of Enid Simpson), ♥Evelyn Neber
(friend of Elaine Treske), ♥Bill Hammen (brother of Edie Zipperlen), ♥Rondolph Ives (brother of Margo
Morrison), ♥Health care workers fighting the Viruses, those who are suffering, and grieving families.
Note. Prayer List names will continue to be listed for three weeks. After that period of time, the names
will be removed unless you call us with current information. † - Death in family, ♦ - New entry
5|Page

