Grace United Methodist Church — Valley Stream
Order of Worship

Wednesday Evening Lenten Service
March 23, 2022, at 8:00 PM

Greeting

L: Let us test and examine our ways and return to the Lord!

P: God has blessed us; let all the ends of the earth fear him!

L: Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked
forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord.

P: The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O
God, you will not despise. (BOW 332)

Opening Voluntary — “Grace Greater Than Our Sin/Amazing Grace” arr. J. Hammerly

Opening Prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, in whom we live and move and have our being, you
created us for yourself, so that our hearts are restless until they find rest in you. Grant to
us such piety of heart and strength of purpose that no selfish passion may hinder us from
knowing your will, and no weakness from doing it. In your light may we see life clearly
and in your service find perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BOW
459)

Hymn #352 - “It's Me, It's Me, O Lord”

Prayer of Confession

O merciful God, we confess that we have not acknowledged you as the source of our
successes, our substance, our selves. We have been far more ready to complain when
things go wrong than to praise when all is well. We have fed our bodies a rich diet while
neglecting to feed our souls. Power and wealth have assumed greater importance to us
than sensitivity and service. We have allowed religious words and forms to substitute for
living encounters with the persons you have called us to love. Forgive us, compassionate



Redeemer, and grant us the opportunity to start over again. Keep us from repeating the
mistakes of the past or from new evils that could mislead or destroy. In the name of
Christ, we offer our earnest prayers for pardon and deliverance. Amen. (BOW 490)

Words of Assurance
If we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us remission of all
our sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of the Holy
Spirit. Amen. (BOW)

Scriptures

Psalm 95:1-7

10 come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our
salvation! 2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to
him with songs of praise! 3 For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all
gods. 4 In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his
also. 5 The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have
formed. 6 O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our
Maker! 7 For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his
hand. O that today you would listen to his voice!

L: Word of God, Word of Life. P: Thanks be to God.

Philippians 4:4-12

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 Keep on
doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the
God of peace will be with you. 10 | rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at last you have
revived your concern for me; indeed, you were concerned for me, but had no opportunity
to show it. 11 Not that | am referring to being in need; for | have learned to be content
with whatever | have. 12| know what it is to have little, and | know what it is to have
plenty. In any and all circumstances | have learned the secret of being well-fed and of
going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need.

L: Word of God, Word of Life. P: Thanks be to God.
Hymn before Message #593 — “Here | Am, Lord”
Message - "An Attitude of Gratitude" Kim Neri

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on



earth as in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Passing of the Peace of Christ
God blesses those who work for peace because they will be called the children of God.

Invitation to Tithes and Offering
As individuals and as the church, one of the ways we shine in the world is by giving to
others through our own skills and talents, as well as through our gifts of money. In so
doing, we participate in the great plan of God to transform our world. So, let us give with
joy, as we are able. (AWA, 2022)

Offering Selection — “Elevation” by E. Ashford
Prayer of Dedication

Closing Hymn #354 — “Surrender All”
Dismissal with Blessing Pastor Nation

Closing Voluntary — “Andante in “F” “ by W. A Hall

Our Liturgist/Reader is Jane Schreiber.

« aPrayer List. «+¥Mason Baker (cousin of Debbie Nicosia), ¥Sherry Schutt
(niece of Pearl Hamilton), ¥Thornton Stone (father of Brian Stone), YAnne
Mahoney, ¥People of Ukraine, YRoael Cooke (brother-in-law of Pearl
Hamilton), ¥YRamona Morrison (daughter of Margo and Vincent Morrison),
vAveril Wallace (relative of Earl Boyd), ¥Neil Allen (son-in-law of Margo and
Vincent Morrison), ¥Pastor Nation, ¥Walter McKnight, ¥Coleen Murray,
vVelda Mathis (sister-in-law of Marianne Pike), ¥Maria Smith (mother of
Rebecca Heyward), ¥Kenneth Richardson, ¥Kris Thomsen (cousin of
Debbielee Thomsen), ¥Nancy Roman (friend of Sing Larson), Emilia
Peeples (granddaughter of Debbie and Joe Nicosia), YAlice Shubrick (friend
of Pearl Hamilton), ¥Susan Short and her daughter ¥Sarah Short (friends of
Nancy Wasek), ¥Faith Pollack (friend of Sing Larson), ¥Pearl Hamilton,
vCharles Zipperlen, ¥Christine and Adam Doeringer, ¥Douglas Hayes,
vUlysses Ceazer (friend of Svetlana Hamlet), ¥Hensbert Neville Brooks
(husband of Mahalia Brooks), ¥Kay Hartmann, ¥All United Methodist
Women in Rehabilitation and Nursing Homes, ¥Shirley Shivrattan-Dookhi,
vJuliana Bonds (sister of Eleanor Phillip), YMaudlyn and Keible Scarlett,



vAmy Cooke (sister of Pearl Hamilton), ¥YBob von Schmid (son-in-law of
Adam and Christine Doeringer), YKenneth Kurz (grandson of Lenore and
Manny Kurz), ¥Michael Kurz (son of Lenore and Manny Kurz), YAirman
Jayvee Kurz (grandson of Lenore and Manny Kurz), ¥Elaine Treske,
vCastells Family (family of Elaine Treske), YMargo and Vincent Morrison,
vCyril (friend of Pat Eshun), ¥Samuel A. Dorsey (father of David A. Dorsey),
vDavid Biegler, viris Molina, ¥Olga Molina (sister of Iris Molina), YEverol
Palmer (son of Enid Simpson), YEvelyn Neber (friend of Elaine Treske), ¥Bill
Hammen (brother of Edie Zipperlen), YRondolph Ives (brother of Margo
Morrison), ¥Health care workers fighting the Viruses, those who are
suffering, and grieving families. Note. Prayer List names will continue to be
listed for three weeks. After that period of time, the names will be removed
unless you call us with current information. 1 - Death in family, ¢+ - New entry
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