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Words from the Pastor
As members of your church you promised to faithfully participate in the ministries by your prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. In addition, you promised to do all in your powers to strengthen the ministries of Grace UMC.  During your time of reflection in Lent ask yourself, am I keeping my promise to faithfully participate in the ministries of my church?  Remember that you cannot do this on your own strength.
True strength begins with the knowledge that all we are comes as a result of our relationship with Jesus Christ.  God is the source of all truth, including what we know by reason, but God’s truth shows us things in a different light.  We will never fully comprehend God, but we can receive from God faith, hope, and love that make us truly wise.
Remember that faith makes everything possible.  Hope makes everything work and love makes everything beautiful.  Know that God’s Words have been written down for us, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Those who refuse to accept God’s guidance and fail to ask for God’s wisdom will never see the light of eternity.  Therefore, hold fast to the teachings contained in the Bible and you will walk in integrity.  Your feet will be planted on the straight and narrow path, instead of gravitating toward the wide and broad pathway that leads to destruction.
 As we continue our Lenten journey, we can help prepare ourselves for worship service on Palm/Passion Sunday by reading the lectionary scriptures:  Mark 11:1-11, Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29, Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:9-16, Philippians 2:5-11, Mark 14:1-!5:47.  Two of these scriptures will be read during our worship service and one or two will be the focus of the message.
 
You are invited to Lenten services on Wednesday evenings at 8PM in the chapel.  Before the service we have our book study at 7PM-8PM.  The book we are reading and studying is Holy Habits by Andrew Roberts.  A copy of the book is available at the church for $14.00.  We pray that the services and book study will help to equip you to journey through Lent to a glorious Easter Sunday morning and beyond.
[bookmark: m_-6245555591799005382__GoBack]The 2018 Confirmation class began March 6th in the Bert Keller Room.  New member class will begin when we have at least three persons who express a desire to become members and are available to attend the classes.  If you are interested in these classes, please contact the Church Office at 516/825-1182 or speak to Pastor Nation at 646/483-1221.
Journeying through Lent,
Pastor Nation
 
Palm Sunday - March 25, 2018.  Pastor Nation will be giving the Sermon; Kenneth Richardson is the Organist and Chancel Choir Director; Junior Choir, directed by Kim Neri, will be singing "When Jesus Came to Jerusalem"; Coleen O. Murray is the Greeter; Naomi Brown is the Nursery Attendant; Alan Towson is the Liturgist; Diana Thomas is the Reader; Ushers are Jenifer Hartig, Chris Ukanwoke, Carol Provenzano and Richard Tiedge; Coffee Hour is hosted by the Birthday and Anniversary Club; Counting Team members include Pamela Applewhaite, Al Greifenberger, Fazile Remy and Debbie Nicosia.
 
Wednesday, March 21, 2018 – 8PM.  Philip Osei-Boah will give the message; Katherine Perkins is the Liturgist and Reader.
 
Last Sunday, Flowers were given in loving honor of Reverend Gertude V. Nation by Victor Mensah.
 
Prayer List.  ♥Jeanette Dowdell, ♥Bill Hammen (brother of Edie Zipperlen), ♥ Melissa Ortiz (neighbor of Sonia Khan), ♥Wilfredo Ortiz (brother of Frances Ortiz), ♥Gisela Nunez (friend of Naomi Brown), ♥Connor Murray (friend of Fran and Al Greifenberger), ♥Helen Phillip (mother of Eleanor Phillip), ♥Cliff McBride and Theodore Boyd (friends of Debbielee Thomsen), ♥Justin Deebrah and Cynthia Ronald (friends of Coleen Murray), ♥Michelle Fitch (daughter-in law of Everett Fitch), ♥Richard Keidel, ♥Rose Ramsaran (mother of Savi Thomas); ♥Carmelita Seraphin (grandmother of Brianna and Jessica Knice), ♥Loretta Lewis Zimmer, ♥Vincent Morrison, ♥Rondolph Ives (brother of Margo Morrison), ♥Elaine Treske, ♥Bernard Basnight (son of Yvonne Basnight), ♥John Simpson, ♥Marge Frank, ♥Bob Zimmer (husband of Loretta Lewis Zimmer), ♥Bob Bryant, Robert T. Bryant (nephew of Bob Bryant), Arthur Lund (friend of Bob Bryant), Elizabeth Bryant (daughter of Bob Bryant), Donna and Brian Turner (friends of Bob Bryant), Myra Bryant (sister-in-law of Bob Bryant), ♥Joan Bertie, ♥Bess Condelles. Note. Prayer List names will continue to be listed for two weeks. After that period of time, the names will be removed unless you call us with current information.
 
Thank you all who participated in the Jean and Ken Larson Memorial Sunday.  It was a huge success.  An enormous amount of food was collected (over 30 pounds) and is being brought to the LICC by Don Pike.  Thank you Don!  The money that was donated ($400) will also be given the LICC to help all those in need.  Thank you so much!!!!
 

Twenty-two students were in attendance at Church School on March 18th.  There were three students present in the PreK/Kindergarten class and six students in the First and Second grade class.  There were six students present in the Third and Fourth grade class and three students in the Fifth and Sixth grade class. There were four students in the Seventh through Eighth grade.  Next week is Palm Sunday.  Please bring your student at 9:45AM so we can rehearse the song we will be singing in church.  There will be Church School on Palm Sunday.  We look forward to working with your children!                                                         Janet Stone, Church School Director
 

We are looking for an individual to perform LOCK-UP at 10PM, 7 days a week, for both of our buildings.  It is a paid position.  You would go through the buildings to make sure all doors are locked (inside and outside).  If interested, give the Church Office a call.  Thank you.
 

WE NEED YOU!!!!  We are seeking a volunteer to complete our Counting Teams.  You would meet once every six weeks for approximately one-half hour.  If you can count money you are qualified!  Ask one of your church friends, your husband or wife to join you and help out your Church.  If you need any further information, please contact Eileen in the Church Office either at 516/825-1182 or GraceVSNY@aol.com.  Thank you. 
 


Place your order today for a beautiful LILY in honor of or in memory of someone special in your life.  Order forms are located in the Narthex, from the Church Office, or you can email your order to GraceVSNY@aol.com or call the Church Office (516/825-1182).  The plants are $12 each and can be taken home after the Easter services.  Please send your check (made out to GUMC) with the order form to the Church Office or place them in the Offering Plate (in a sealed envelope marked for the Church Office).  Mark your check “Lilies” and if appropriate include your Envelope Number.
 
SIGHT & SOUND FALL THEATRE TRIP
Sight & Sound – “Jesus” … The Story of His Life
October 20, 2018
            Tickets are: $165/Adult - $130/Child.  The first deposit of $65 is due ASAP.  Second deposit of $50 is due by Sunday, April 22.  Final balance must be paid by Sunday, June 10. 
              If you are interested in going on this trip, please see the sign-up sheet posted by the Church Office. Itinerary:  8AM – Assemble; 9AM – Departure; Kitchen Kettle Village shopping; 3PM – Showtime; 6PM – Good & Plenty Restaurant; 7:30PM – Departure.
 
 
On Wednesday, March 21, 2018, from 2:30PM to 8:30PM in the Education Building gym, we will be hosting our Spring Blood Drive.  Please keep the date open and available to give of yourself, just as Jesus has given life to us, we can give life to others.  Your donation will help to save up to THREE lives.  Our community hospitals need your help.  Please share this lifesaving gift!  Dinner will be served to all donors and their families between 5PM and 7:30PM.  Please join us.  Please contact Bob DiSalvo(516/561-2513) to volunteer to help.  Even if you cannot donate, you can still make a difference by volunteering to get involved.  Thank you for caring, and God bless you.        Bob DiSalvo
 

United Methodist Women – BAKE SALE is scheduled for Sunday, March 25, 2018.  Stop by and pick up some delicious goodies!!
 

Wanted! We are looking for someone who would like to join the Westminster Ringers beginning in September 2018. We meet every Thursday from 7PM-8PM. You do not have to read music. If you are interested (and we hope you are), please contact Kim Neri or Eileen in the Church Office (516/825-1182).
 

On April 6, 2018, the Grace United Methodist Women are sponsoring a meal at the INN in Hempstead.  If you would be interested in helping and sharing the experience of serving those in need, please let me know at mariannepike77@gmail.com.  The commitment is from10AM to 2PM.  Thank you.
 
DS 365 Challenge.  Our LIWD Superintendent Rev. Kim challenged us to give up our coffee or snack 1 day of the 365 each year and to give that money we would have spent to the mission he designates, which is the Brooklyn United Methodist Church Home (BUMCH).  On Sunday, April 8, 2018, 4PM, at the First Korean UMC located at 42-15 104th St., Flushing, we are invited to attend Worship of Praise and Thanksgiving followed by a time of fellowship and refreshments.  Please try to attend and represent our church.
 

 
March Calendar
 Tuesday, 3/20 – Confirmation Class 6PM-7:30PM/BKR
Wednesday, 3/21 – Blood Drive 2:30PM-8:30PM/G
Wednesday, 3/21 – Book Study 7PM/Chapel
Wednesday, 3/21 – Lent Service 8PM
Thursday, 3/22 – Finance Meeting 7:30PM/Rm#2
Saturday, 3/24 – Evangelism Outreach Svc 9:30AM/Educ Bldg
Sunday, 3/25 – PALM SUNDAY
Sunday, 3/25 – UMW Bake Sale after Church
Tuesday, 3/27 – Confirmation Class 6PM-7:30PM/BKR
Thursday, 3/29 – HOLY THURSDAY 8PM
Friday, 3/30 – GOOD FRIDAY 2PM and 8PM
 
April Calendar
 Sunday, 4/1 – EASTER Services 9:15AM and 11AM
Tuesday, 4/3 – Confirmation Class 6PM/BKR
Friday, 4/6 – UMW Service at the INN 10AM-2PM
Sunday, 4/8 – UMW after Church/UL
Tuesday, 4/10 – Confirmation Class 6PM/BKR
Tuesday, 4/10 – GMNS Meeting 7PM/Rm#2
Saturday, 4/14 – Memorial Service for Pastor Howard
Tuesday, 4/17 - Confirmation Class 6PM/BKR
Sunday, 4/22 – Church Council after Church
Tuesday, 4/24 – Confirmation Class 6PM/BKR
Saturday, 4/28 – Far Rockaway Food Prep 10AM/K
Sunday, 4/29 – Youth Sunday
 
Have a wonderful week.  Don't forget the Blood Drive on Wednesday!
Eileen
 
 
Grace United Methodist Church
21 South Franklin Avenue, Valley Stream, NY 11580
Church Office:  516/825-1182
Music Office:  516/825-1940; Nursery School:  516/825-2354
E-Mail:  GraceVSNY@aol.com; Website:  GraceVSNY.org
10AM Worship Service; 10AM Sunday School
(Check out our Facebook Page)

